
WORDS FROM THE CHAIR 

Welcome to this post-conference edition of Network News.  I trust all arrived home safely 
from what was a highly enjoyable, informative and energising conference.  Thanks again to 
all who participated and the Brisbane team for putting on such a great few days.  I hope 
that the seeds sown at the conference, with the help of the Holy Spirit, will continue to 
grow and flourish. 
 

Whilst it is tempting to simply ‘move-on’, or be moved on by the pace of life, there is - as 
we know - value and grace in entering into some period of deeper reflection on our  
experiences of the conference in order to draw out as much as possible from the  
undertaking.  Indeed, is this not what we invite our catechumens to do during the Period  
of Mystagogy?  
 

Thus, in that mystagogical spirit I invite you to reflect slowly upon the summaries  
presented in this edition and look over your own notes and memories.  What stands out 
for you and what do you still remember from the keynotes and workshops?  What made 
these moments significant for you in light of your own parish experience and how might 
the Holy Spirit be calling you forward into something new or confirming practices already 
in hand?  What are one or two new actions you will take as we move towards the year to 
come? 
 

For myself, the central memory is the need for community, both amongst those deeply  
involved in the implementation of the Rite and equally importantly, the participation of the 
parish community as a whole in the process.  Each of the workshops and keynote  
addresses highlighted the importance of encouraging the whole community, in large or 
small ways, to take up its fundamental role in the initiation process.  The stories of struggle 
and joy we heard, both from the floor of the conference and within the presentations, 
pointed to the valuable part that our communities play in this ministry of initiation.   
 

On 7th November, I met with Bishop Peter Commensoli, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney, who is 
the new liaison and contact point for the Australian Catechumenate Network with the  
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference through the Bishops Commission on Mission and 
Faith Formation (BCMFF).  Bishop Commensoli is a member of this commission.  With both 
of us new to our respective roles the meeting provided an excellent opportunity to begin 
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exploring the relationship between the ACN and the Bishops Commission and the ways in which we could 
work together into the future.  We touched on the issues raised by Archbishop Coleridge at the recent  
National Conference as well as the issues raised by the membership of the ACN at the forum.  The meeting 
was both positive and fruitful with both of us agreeing to maintain regular contact and to continue developing 
responses to the variety of issues that were raised. 
 

I hope that the ACN provides you with a source of support and encouragement and as such I invite those who 
were not able to attend the conference to renew their membership and all of you to encourage others to  
become members.  The members’ area of our website www.ozcatechumenate.org contains many useful  
resources and is constantly being updated with new material along with schedules of events, stories and  
pictures.  Please send in stories, articles and experiences from your parish so that we can all draw  
encouragement from what is working well in parishes across Australia. 
 

As we draw near to Christmas and celebrating the coming of Jesus into our world, I wish you, your teams and 
those who journey with you all of God’s blessings and look forward to work with and for you in the year to 
come. 
 
Darren McDowell 
Chair 

 
 

 
 

It was such a privilege for the two of us to be able to attend this life-giving conference and share this great  

experience with 120 people from 22 dioceses around Australia and 2 in New Zealand. This was the first 

time Brisbane had hosted the national conference. 
 

The theme, “EMBRACING THE FAITH”, was well chosen and also the timing, as we started on the 11th of 

October, the 50th anniversary of the opening of the second Vatican Council. Embracing the Faith is about 

embracing Christ. It is an incredible journey, a constant journey. Preparing people to do that is not only in 

the teaching, but by doing things together. Enquirers need to see that in our parish life, in how we worship 

together and in our strong sense of service to others. 
 

The organisation of the conference was excellent, the atmosphere friendly, the inputs challenging.  

Keynote presentations were given by Fr. Tony Chiera of Bunbury Diocese and Fr. Tom Elich and Sue  

Thomas from the Archdiocese of Brisbane. Summaries of these addresses are included in this issue of 

“Network News”.  
 

Over the three days of the conference, we also attended 5 well planned workshops (a total of 10 different 

workshop topics were on offer) where we learned a lot about dealing with this great challenge of being a 

part of the RCIA ministry. 
 

Conference participants attended the Saturday evening Mass at the Cathedral of St Stephen where we 

received a warm welcome, were given an interesting guided tour, and joined in a most prayerful, uplifting 

liturgy. The conference dinner held at the conference venue after Mass was a great opportunity to talk 

with other people involved in RCIA ministry in a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. 
 

The next conference will be held in Townsville in 2014. 
  

Tony and Rita Cunningham, Darwin 

Report of the ACN National Conference held in Brisbane  

from 11th to 14th October 2012 
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The ACN Forum, held on the Friday afternoon of the 

Conference, provided members with an opportunity 

to offer feedback on issues of importance to the  

Network.  Below is a summary of the responses  

received at the gathering. 
 

WEBSITE 

Our website, www.ozcatechumenate.org, provides 

many and varied resources for parish RCIA teams 

around the country as well as diocesan news,  

upcoming events, stories and photos. Further im-

provements and resources: 

Videos of the Mass and the various rituals, power 

point presentation of different prayer styles along 

with pictures for use during different seasons. 

Question and Answer section 

Add link to NZ Catechumenate website 

www.rcia.org.nz. 
 

NETWORK NEWS TIPS 

Network News is the ACN's quarterly newsletter 

providing news, articles, stories and resources to 

support members and the broader Australian Church 

community.  Many of the suggestions from the forum 

already appear in Network News – stories, hints,  

articles and initiatives.  As always we invite members 

to contribute information in order to enhance this 

newsletter.   
 

Further suggestions included: materials on the Rites 

themselves, stories and articles from the parishes, 

further resource listings (especially websites),  

explore links with the NZ catechumenate. It was also 

suggested that people send the newsletter to  

catechists. 
 

RETENTION & CONTENT 

In his opening address, Archbishop Mark Coleridge 

presented two key concerns of the Australian  

Bishops regarding the practice and implementation 

of the RCIA within Australia – Retention (of the newly 

baptised) and Content (of catechesis).  

 

Forum participants were asked to reflect upon the 

ACN proposal to support the Bishops in undertaking 

a research project into retention of neophytes as well 

any other suggestions to address this concern.   
 

Suggestions included: 

Retention: Proposal to Develop Research Project 

The research project was generally seen as a good 

idea, though the question of independence was 

raised.  Similarly, questions were raised about the 

role RCIA plays in retention – is this not more the role 

of the community.  Indeed, what is meant by  

retention and how does the energy and life of the 

community itself play a part in this reality.  Thus the 

actual role and parameters of the RCIA need clear 

definition. 
 

Retention: Any other suggestions 

In offering extra suggestions, participants noted that  

 

some form of longitudinal study could be undertaken, 

either formally or informally.  Similarly, RCIA teams 

could get neophyte groups together for morning tea - 

how are they going three years on?  Other issues  

included the transient nature of communities.  
 

Content and Formation for Catechesis 

Further connection with resources was a high priority 

amongst responses, especially regarding the rites 

and catechetical content.  At Home with God’s People 

was found to be useful as was the TeamRCIA  

website.  The production of DVDs for those with  

language difficulties could be helpful.   
 

Participants noted that there needs to be better  

discernment and training for catechists, especially 

the connection between content and experiences.  

Perhaps include more formation at State conferences 

in this area. Furthermore, it was noted that there 

needs to be more general formation of both clergy 

and laity in faith and the rite itself. 
 

BURNING QUESTIONS 
 

Raise with Bishops 

Overwhelmingly the major question that participants 

desired to raise with the Bishops was clergy  

formation, both in seminaries and ongoing formation 

for current clergy and overseas priests coming to  

minister in Australia.  If the RCIA is indeed the  

paradigm for the initiating activity of the Church, how 

can clergy be formed and resourced in its  

implementation? 
 

Other issues included: 

 Marriage tribunal and marriage issues 

 Theology of baptism to come alive in  

parishes 

 Further ‘on-the-ground’ support from 

Bishops for RCIA ministry 

 How to continue to unpack Vatican II 

 Encourage research into retention and 

catechetical formation 

 Dialogue about how the sexual abuse 

issue has affected clergy in their roles 

 Document on Integrity in Ministry and 

Integrity in Service of the Church 
 

SIGNS OF HOPE 

Participants were asked to reflect upon and respond 

to the question: “What are the signs of hope that 

keep you persevering in this ministry?”   

Answers included: 
 

 Seeing the joy 

 People seek connection 

 Leadership & affirmation from bishop & priests 

(even when or especially when it’s not ex-

pected) 

 Personal sense of being called 
 

 

continued…….. 

ACN NATIONAL CONFERENCE – FORUM SUMMARY 
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FORUM SUMMARY continued. 
 

 Personal daily prayer, meditation, psalms, retreats 

 The journey itself; digging deep to lead others on the journey 

 The people have courage, so can we 

 Mutuality 

 We get hope from and are inspired by catechumens and candidates; their journey gives us energy 

 New catechists – each new person added to the group changes the dynamic 

 Giving of ourselves – sharing our story 

 Liveliness of enquirers draws others  

 Continually surprised at the many 30’s age enquiring 

 The wonderful contribution of catechists as they share their reflected faith 

 Priests and RCIA team generate a welcoming atmosphere for enquirers 

 Priest and team constantly inform parishioners (bulletin) 

 Love for RCIA 

 Sense of belonging that I want others to experience 

 Community – link in the chain 

 Love of parish 

 It’s my belief/faith, it is our mission to reach out 

 Sense of achievement, satisfaction, fulfilment 

 It is very important to share the gift I have with others 

 People searching for God when others are leaving the church, especially young people 

 People who have gone through the RCIA elsewhere come into parish and make themselves known 

 From perspective of priest – people involved in RCIA give hope 

 Individual stories of conversion, seeing people grow 

 Events like regional, national, State conferences assist 

RCIA MINISTERS AND THEIR FORMATION 
A summary of Fr. Tony Chiera’s Keynote Address 2012 ACN Conference in Brisbane 

INTRODUCTION:  
 

The starting point for Fr. Tony Chiera’s keynote  

address was the Rite: 
 

“The rite of Christian initiation presented here is  

designed for adults who, after hearing the mystery of 

Christ proclaimed, consciously and freely seek the liv-

ing God and enter the way of faith and conversion as 

the Holy Spirit, opens their hearts”. (RCIA #1) 
 

The Rite, in speaking of the precatechumenate as a 

time of evangelisation, describes the goal of this  

period in these terms: “Thus those who are not yet 

Christians, their hearts opened by the Holy Spirit may 

believe and be freely converted to the Lord and  

commit themselves sincerely to him”.  (RCIA #36) 
 

The keynote address explored the following questions:  

 

1. What are RCIA ministers working for? 

2. What are the challenges for RCIA           

ministers? 

3. What are the key principles of RCIA       

ministry? 

4. What are the key questions about specific 

ministries? 
 

WHAT ARE RCIA MINISTERS WORKING FOR? 
 

We are doing God’s work and inviting enquirers to en-

ter into the circle of Trinitarian love: the love of the  

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. The RCIA 

gives them the chance to explore who they really are.  

Who am I? “Trying to find God without opening 

yourself is a futile journey” … St Augustine. 
 

The heart has seasons … God calls us to explore and 

to celebrate these seasons of the heart. God does not 

want us to live in shame, guilt and fear. The Scriptures 

become the source  

empowering and offering freedom and fullness 

of life. We know that candidates are truly        

interacting with the Scriptures when they are 

more alive. 
 

Through rituals, community, etc., the RCIA    

nourishes the infinite variety of shades and   

colours of each human heart. This is the power 

of the rite of the signing of the senses … that 

Christ may dwell therein.  
 

It is within the heart that we encounter the    

Divine Trinity. … The Trinity in the act of self-gift 

to each other … totally and holding nothing back 

… is encountered in the human heart.  
 

The work of RCIA ministers comes truly alive within 

this Trinitarian encounter. It is an encounter that  

always leads to a process of conversion.  

“Conversion… is the change that happens when 

we allow God to love us enough that God         

reforms  us, refashioned into men and women 

who value each other and our relationships in 

self-sacrificing love”. ((Morris RCIA: Transforming the 

Church pp26-27) 
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WHAT ARE THE CHALLENGES FOR RCIA MINISTERS? 
 

 ‘The best on-going and effective formation for 

RCIA ministries is a vital Parish life.’ Word,   

Worship, Community and Service. Questions to 

ask about the local Parish: 

 Is the Word of God central to the life of 

the Parish? 

 Is the Liturgy well celebrated and life-

giving? Are real relationships being 

formed between Parishioners? 

 Is there a strong sense of service and 

care for others? 

 To provide the Parish and ministers with        

accurate and basic information about how the 

RCIA process works. Read, teach and practise 

the Book! 

 Challenges and temptations: 

 ‘re-shape it into my image and likeness.’ 

 ‘leave out things and make it easier for 

people.’ 
 

Fr. Tony concluded this section with a very challeng-

ing quote: 

 

“On the whole, I do not find Christians, outside 

the catacombs, sufficiently sensible of the   

conditions. Does anyone have the foggiest idea 

what sort of power we so blithely invoke? Or, as 

I suspect, does no one believe a word of it? … It 

is madness for ladies to wear straw hats and 

velvet hats to church; we should all be wearing 

crash helmets. Ushers should issue life          

preservers and signal flares; they should lash 

us to our pews. For the sleeping God may wake 

some day and take offence, or the waking God 

may draw us out to where we can never return”. 
(Annie Dillard, Teaching a Stone to Talk, 1982) 

 

WHAT ARE THE KEY PRINCIPLES OF RCIA MINISTRY? 
 

 “The catechumenate is not a mere expounding 

of doctrines and precepts, but a training period 

for the whole Christian life. It is an apprentice-

ship of appropriate length, during which disci-

ples are joined to Christ their Teacher”. (Decree on 

Missionary Activity #14) 
 

 ‘The catechumenate is an extended period  

during which the candidates are given suitable 

pastoral    formation and guidance aimed at 

training them in the Christian life”. (RCIA #75) 
 

 “This comprehensive formation (initiatory     

catechesis) includes more than instruction: it is 

an apprenticeship of the whole Christian life”. 
(GDC #67) 

 

 Apprenticeship and Training 
 

Not only teaching what Catholics believe, how 

they pray, how they are formed in community 

and how they work for the Reign of God; but 

have catechumens actually do these things  

during their formation. 

 

“… one learns how to fast, pray, repent,         

celebrate, and serve the good of one’s       

neighbour less by being lectured on these    

matters than by close association with people 

who do these things with regular ease and 

flair”. (((A. Kavanagh Made, Not Born p122) 
 

WHAT ARE SOME OF THE KEY QUESTIONS ABOUT 

SPECIFIC RCIA MINISTRIES? 
 

The Community 

 How to awaken the sense of responsibility that 

comes with being baptised? 

 How can each member of the Parish help those 

searching for Christ? 

 How can we develop and deepen the quality 

and vitality of our Parish life? 

 How can the whole Parish come to know,     

welcome and support catechumens? 

 How can the whole community actively and  

enthusiastically participate in the rituals of  

initiation? 
           

Sponsors 

 How to develop awareness of the journey of 

faith, and the nature of conversion? 

 How does one ‘accompany’ someone on the 

journey of faith? 

 What does it mean to ‘share faith’, and give 

support and example to catechumens? 

 How do we identify ‘signs of growth’ along the 

journey? 

 How do we cultivate generosity, sensitivity and 

openness to receive? 
 

Godparents  All the above for sponsors, plus: 

 How do we prepare people for this ‘life-long’ 

relationship/friendship in the Lord? 

 How do we assist godparents to be an example 

and help in the daily life of new Christians? 
 

Priests and Pastoral Teams 

 ‘The initiation process needs to hold priority for 

the staff or else it will not hold priority for the 

Parish Community’ (Morris p 69). How do we assist 

our Pastoral leaders to recognise this pastoral 

priority? 

 How do we support and encourage them in 

their roles of presider, homilist, leader and  

pastoral carer? 
 

Catechists 

 How do we prepare catechists for ministry with 

adults? 

 How do we help catechists to make connec-

tions: life story – scripture story – community 

story? 

 How do we open up for catechists the riches of 

the liturgical year and the lectionary? 

 How do we develop the skills of listening,      

discernment and sensitivity so as to respond to 

the needs of individuals? 

 How do we ensure an authentic understanding 

of the Christian story and Catholic Tradition? 
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Initiation Team 

 

 How do we introduce (and keep introducing) 

the Team to the ‘basics’ of the RCIA journey 

and process? 

 How do we foster sensitivity in team members 

of the dynamics of conversion and faith in their 

own lives? 

 How do we develop the art of ‘telling-our-story’ 

of meeting God? 

 How does the team work within the parish and 

for the parish? 

 How does the team cultivate skills of listening, 

partnership, challenge, affirmation etc.?  

 How does the team care for its members?  

    ‘the RCIA tends to engender enthusiasm and     

    high levels of commitment from team         

    members … (hence the need for the team to)   

    reflect on realistic expectations and develop  

    skills for stress …’. (Morris p74) 
 

CONCLUSION 

Fr. Tony concluded with the poem  

 

“When Death Comes” by Mary Oliver  
 

When death comes 

like the hungry bear in autumn 

when death comes and takes all the bright coins 

from his purse 

to buy me, and snaps his purse shut; 

when death comes 

like the measle-pox; 
 

when death comes 

like an iceberg between the shoulder blades, 
 

I want to step through the door full of curiosity,  

wondering; 

what is it going to be like, that cottage of darkness? 
 

And therefore I look upon everything 

as a brotherhood and a sisterhood, 

and I look upon time as no more than an idea, 

and I consider eternity as another possibility, 
 

and I think of each life as a flower, as common  

as a field daisy, and as singular,  
 

and each name a comfortable music in the mouth 

tending as all music does, toward silence, 
 

and each body a lion of courage, and something 

precious to the earth. 
 

When it's over, I want to say: all my life 

I was a bride married to amazement. 

I was a bridegroom, taking the world into my arms. 
 

When it's over, I don't want to wonder 

if I have made of my life something particular,     

and real. 

I don't want to find myself sighing and frightened 

or full of argument. 
 

I don't want to end up simply having visited this 

world.  

Fr. Elich began by challenging us to recognise that   

Sunday Mass is the central rite of the Catechumenate 

period.  If Eucharist is the source and summit of our 

Catholic experience, then it must also be at the centre 

of our formation of catechumens and candidates.   

However, “liturgy is an action of the whole Christ 

(Christus totus).  It is the whole community, the Body of 

Christ united with its Head, that celebrates.” (CCC 1136) 

Thus, in forming our catechumens we are not simply 

encouraging them to attend Mass, but rather to become 

true and active participants in the eucharistic liturgy.   

“Liturgical services are not private functions but are 

celebrations of the Church which is 'the sacrament of 

unity,' namely, the holy people united and organised 

under the authority of the bishops. Therefore, liturgical 

services pertain to the whole Body of the Church. They 

manifest it, and have effects upon it. But they touch 

individual members of the Church in different ways,  

depending on their orders, their role in the liturgical  

services, and their actual participation in them. For this 

reason, rites which are meant to be celebrated in    

common, with the faithful present and actively           

participating, should as far as possible be celebrated in 

that way rather than by an individual and quasi-

privately”. (CCC 1140)  Becoming ‘do-ers’ of the liturgy 

then is fundamental to how we form and encourage all 

members of our community in celebrating the Eucharist 

each Sunday.   

Our liturgical spaces however often stifle this aim of full 

participation.  They are set up like a theatre with a     

performance that we observe, no matter how deeply, 

rather than do.  The sanctuary in one way or another is 

often separate from the congregation who 'look-on' 

while the ‘action’ happens.  As catechists and leaders 

of liturgy, we need to think creatively about how, in the-

atrical parlance, we break down the ‘fourth wall’ and 

encourage true participation.  Thus, in initiation, we 

need to move them, and us, to feel that they are doing 

the liturgy as much as the celebrating presider. We are 

there as the whole church, entire around the world and 

indeed history. We are participating in a cosmic event. 

It is thus important to reflect upon what is it that we are 

doing.  The Eucharist is also God's work, a sacrifice – an 

offering to the Father for the salvation of the world.  The 

event of the cross is the key narrative that instructs the 

Eucharist.  We participate in God's saving action in 

Christ. 

How might we then undertake this participation?  We       

remind ourselves that we are deeply immersed in a  

ritual process – something that ultimately has no      

beginning or end. This is not something we are naturally 

used to being involved with in everyday life. However, if 

we take the notion of sacrifice seriously, then indeed 

our whole life is one ongoing Eucharistic celebration,  

       continued…. 

The Rites of the Catechumenate 

Keynote Address by Rev Dr Tom Elich –  

2012 ACN Conference in Brisbane 
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The Rites of the Catechumenate continued. 

brought to climax and  nourishment in the formal ritual celebration that is our  Sunday celebration of Eucharist. 

An understanding of the Real Presence is of course important, but it is also important to realise that the Real 

Presence is not the aim or end of the Eucharist. Rather it is the means to the end which is our participation in 

the sacrifice of Christ. Hospitality is also important, but again it is not an end in itself (people can after all find 

hospitality elsewhere!) but a means to the end of participation in the Paschal Mystery.  

Some cultures have a better sense of this ongoing lengthy process of ritual.  We think of African and Islander 

cultures where people may spend hours preparing, singing, celebrating and becoming immersed in the ritual of 

the Eucharist.   

In summary, liturgy and teaching need to work together.  The rituals are not simply sprinkled into a time period, 

but rather both are part of one whole ritual process. 

An Ongoing Catechumenate 
A summary of Mrs Sue Thomas Keynote Address at the 2012 ACN Conference in Brisbane 

What I would like to share with you is an experience of a 

model of implementation of adult Christian initiation which    

reflects the dynamism of paragraphs 4 and 5 particularly of 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.1 

 

The initiation of catechumens is a gradual process 

that takes place within the community of the faithful. 

By joining the catechumens in reflecting on the value 

of the paschal mystery and by renewing their own 

conversion, the faithful provide an example that will 

help the catechumens to obey the Holy Spirit more 

generously.2  
 

The rite of initiation is suited to a spiritual journey of adults 

that varies according to the many forms of God’s grace, the 

free cooperation of the individuals, the action of the Church, 

and the circumstances of time and place.3  

It is a model which responds to each participant’s identified 

needs, allows for flexibility, engages the community, and 

focuses on exploring a participant’s growing relationship 

with God with the Catholic understanding of being initiated 

into a community of the faithful. Based on Mary Birming-

ham’s book Year-Round Catechumenate4, grounded in the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, and supported by 

Thomas Morris’s The RCIA: Transforming the Church. A   

Resource for Pastoral Implementation5, the model grew out 

of a multi parish collaboration6 which evolved into an         

experience of an ongoing catechumenate.  
 

Let me share two stories, both personal experiences:  

 An RCIA7 participant who had engaged in the weekly 

discussion group, came to Mass every Sunday, and 

celebrated all the rites and rituals, was fully initiated 

during the Easter Vigil. During the Easter season she 

was invited by a friend to a neighbouring fundamen-

talist Christian church. She joined that community 

three weeks later because the music was better.  
 

 A parishioner was invited to become involved in a 

parish group. She had been fully initiated through a 

parish RCIA process a few years previously, though 

she wasn’t otherwise involved in the parish other  

than coming to Mass on Sundays. The usually chatty, 

creative and vibrant young woman was silent in the 

group meetings. After one meeting she said she did-

n’t feel she could offer anything to the group or the 

parish because who was she to have a voice among 

all these experienced people. On assuring her she 

did have a great deal to offer, and she had equal 

voice because she was a sister-in-Christ to all there 

and a member of the parish family, she became 

quite emotional. She said ‘I have never been told or 

made to feel I was a part of the parish or a member 

of the community. I have never been invited to be a 

member of any parish group.’  
 

In hindsight, the first experience was not unexpected, as 

during the post Easter discernment session a week after 

the Easter ceremonies, the questions this neophyte was 

asking were more indicative of an inquirer. While the      

process had started with two inquiry sessions in July of the 

previous year, the Rite of Acceptance was celebrated mid- 

August, and the group really only commenced meeting early 

September. With a week break over Christmas, it had been 

in reality a month knowledge based program.  
 

Nor was the second experience surprising, even though it 

was eight years later and another parish. During the        

conversation with this young woman, it became evident 

that her journey to initiation had been that of information 

based meetings with little connection to the community, 

other than the rituals of the RCIA.  

Regarding the time required for the catechumenate, the 

RCIA states:  

The second period, which begins with the rite of ac-

ceptance into the order of catechumens… 

may last for several years.8  

A suitable catechesis… gradual and complete in its 

coverage, accommodated to the liturgical year…9  

The duration of the catechumenate will depend on 

the grace of God and on various circumstances… 

long enough – several years if necessary.10  
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 The only reference in the Rite to a time frame for inquiry is 

that time is given ‘so that the genuine will to follow Christ 

and seek baptism may mature’.11  
 

In Year-Round Catechumenate, Mary Birmingham states:  

Rather than a program of specific instruction, the 

RCIA suggests a fluid, gradual process of formation, 

the heart of which is paschal mystery of Jesus 

Christ.12 
 

Thomas Morris suggests three models for implementing the 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults:  
 

Model One: Initiation by Classes  

… the primary work and concern about initiation belong to 

the catechist… The format is lectures or presentations with 

information about the Catholic Church… do not follow the 

various periods and steps of the rite… or… follow them in 

name only. This is an inadequate model…contrary to the 

spirit and vision of the rite… gives the message… receive 

this information, show good will and true desire and we will 

baptize you… this is not sacramental catechesis….13  
 

Morris states this first model is counter cultural to the spirit 

and vision of the Rite. Lectures or presentations with infor-

mation about the Catholic Church led by a priest or cate-

chist, nominal implementation of the rites and rituals of the 

RCIA, at times which may be according to the rite, or at the 

convenience of the parish. Anecdotally, this model is be-

coming more prevalent.14 This is faith as information – 

‘receive this information, show good will and true desire 

and we will baptise you.’15  
 

Model Two: Nine Month Initiation  

…relies on an awareness of the periods and steps… a very 

popular and common model, especially for parishes begin-

ning to implement the rite. (This model) does not reflect the 

dynamic sense of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults.16 
 

The second model is that with which many parishes would 

be familiar. Advertise and hold inquiry sessions around July, 

and celebrate of The Rite of Acceptance soon after, usually 

combined with a ritual of welcome for baptised inquirers. 

The period of the catechumenate is one of small group dis-

cussions with catechist, catechumens, candidates and 

sponsors with a bit of a break for Christmas. The Rite of 

Election is celebrated the first Sunday of Lent. The Period of 

Purification and Enlightenment sometimes becomes a bit of 

a ‘catch up’ for those topics not covered due to a candidate 

or catechumen having missed a meeting. A combined cele-

bration of the Sacraments of Initiation and Reception into 

the Full Communion of the Catholic Church occurs during 

the Easter Vigil. Post baptismal catechesis may or may not 

occur during the Easter season. The group may continue to 

meet for a further length of time, but usually starts tapering 

off as the year continues. The cycle then commences again. 

As Morris says, this is a valid model - for parishes beginning 

to implement the rite.  
 

In Model Three, Morris focuses on the community as the 

primary minister of initiation.  

Model Three: Year-Round Initiation  

…says that the community is always about the work of initia-

tion, just as the community is always about the worship of 

God… What is critical, though, is that the parish recognizes 

what it is doing: striving to develop a richer pastoral experi-

ence of the rite that is faithful to the spirit and norms estab-

lished in the rite itself.17  
 

Morris says that the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is 

meant to prepare a person for discipleship and mission, 

rather than prepare people for the celebration of the sacra-

ments.  
 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults is directed towards 

Mystagogy: reflection on the mysteries that empower us for 

mission…18  
 

Mary Birmingham poses two questions:  

1. Is your parish’s process of initiation  

   “one-size-fits-all”?  

2. Is your parish’s process of initiation tailor-made for    

    those hungry seekers who come knocking at your  

    door?19  
 

Let us pose these questions in a different way.  
 

Is your parish’s initiation journey one which is flexible 

enough to allow for:  

An unbaptised immigrant on a conditional visa who works 

casual shift work, wanting to become Catholic in order to 

marry her Catholic fiancée, to assist the application for per-

manent residency.  

A Presbyterian mother whose child is in the Sacramental 

Program.  

A no longer practicing Anglican fiancé of the no longer prac-

tising Catholic child of parish stalwarts who want their child 

to have a Nuptial Mass.  

A man baptised Church of England who has attended Mass 

every Sunday with his wife for 40 years and has decided it’s 

time to become Catholic.  

An unbaptised 19 year old who attended World Youth Day, 

goes regularly to praise and worship events, and sees no 

need to connect to the parish.  

An agnostic aid worker who worked alongside a Roman 

Catholic priest and liked the way the priest viewed the world.  

A practising Uniting Church elder who, through a continuing 

discernment of God’s invitational call, is felt drawn to Ca-

tholicism.  
 

A nine month model may go some way to address some of 

the needs of each of the examples given. However, in what 

ways do we engage these inquirers in the paschal mystery, 

in the life of the parish, in faith formation if they are unable 

to join a weekly discussion group or get to Mass regularly on 

Sundays due to irregular working hours? 

How do we journey with both the Uniting Church elder, who 

is fully catechised, together, with the agnostic who knows 

very little of Christianity? The man who has attended Mass 

every Sunday for 40 years together with the 19 year old who 

loves the mountain top experience of praise and worship?  

Page 8 



These seven inquiries within 2 months of each other 

sparked the shift from a nine-month model to an ongoing 

catechumenate.  
 

It was around the same time that four parishes in the Dean-

ery had just completed the first process of working together 

in implementing the RCIA journey. A combined RCIA Team 

had been formed 18 months previously which consisted of a 

couple of representatives from each parish. The process 

commenced with a series of six inquiry sessions, held with 

the assistance of a small group of people which was called 

The Inquiry Team. Their task was to facilitate the weekly 

sessions. They maintained contact with the RCIA Team dur-

ing this time, and arranged appointments for participants 

with the parish priests prior to the celebration of the Rite of 

Acceptance, or a Rite of Welcome. Then their task was com-

plete.  
 

12 participants entered into the Period of the Catechumen-

ate. They were formed into two small groups, each group 

with its own catechist. The catechists’ roles ended with the 

Rite of Election on the 1st Sunday of Lent.  
 

Members of the combined RCIA Team, who had kept in con-

stant contact with the groups during this time, arranged the 

discernment processes, in consultation with the catechists. 

The Team also facilitated the retreats during the process, as 

well as the Lenten sessions in preparation for the celebra-

tions of the Triduum. Each participant was fully initiated or 

received into the Church in their own parish during the East-

er Vigil.  
 

A fourth team facilitated a journey of Mystagogia throughout 

the Easter season with the combined group of neophytes 

and newly received. This period commenced with a retreat 

and ended on Pentecost Sunday with a gathering to share 

stories, celebrate the journey and identify areas of parish 

involvement for the participants.  
 

The learnings gained from this experience were:  

1. A multi parish collaboration can work if all parishes 

involved are committed to the process.  

2. Having different people involved in facilitating each 

period of time – Inquiry, Catechumenate, Purification 

and Enlightenment, Mystagogia – took the pressure 

off everyone. It also created more opportunities for 

involvement of parishioners.  

3. While there needs to be a team willing to review, 

adapt and respond accordingly, there also needs to 

be one or two people coordinating or overseeing the 

whole process.  

4. The importance of the Period of Inquiry in identify-

ing the needs of each inquirer.  

5. The Period of the Catechumenate needs to give 

equal attention to connecting with the parish commu-

nity as to the catechetical sessions.  

6. Mystagogy is lifelong. Everyone involved was 

changed in the process.  
 

 

In the feedback received at Pentecost, there were two com-

ments particularly which highlighted the importance of 

points 4 and 5 above: to take time for the Period of Inquiry, 

and connection with the parish outside the group process.  

The first comment was the expressed grief of two partici-

pants when they realised they were not going to celebrate 

their initiation together because they were from separate 

parishes. They had bonded very strongly during the catechu-

menate. What came to light was that neither of them had 

connected to their own parish community outside the expe-

rience of the group process. The second comment was from 

a baptised catechised candidate. While he had found the 

group experience interesting, he felt that a lot of what had 

been covered during the catechumenate was unnecessary 

for him. He had been a practising Christian for decades.  
 

In response, the RCIA Team decided to move to piloting a 

process which we called ‘a rolling catechumenate’, now 

called an ‘ongoing catechumenate’.  
 

So, how to explain this term ‘Ongoing Catechumenate’?  
 

The best way I can describe it is: Adult faith formation 

through both input and experience, each as important as 

the other, adapted according to each individual’s identified 

needs and circumstance.  
 

A little advertorial here. You may have heard of, or had expe-

rience with, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd. Catech-

esis of the Good Shepherd is formation in Christian faith 

grounded in scriptural, liturgical and prayerful study, for chil-

dren aged 3 to 12 years. Each child is enabled to explore 

his/her relationship with God framed by Maria Montessori’s 

principles and philosophy of education. Children learn 

through doing, and the process allows the children to ‘hear’ 

the Gospel through the use of sensorial materials. A sacred 

space, called an atrium, provides a Spirit filled environment 

conducive to tactile experiential learning. Children enter the 

atrium, and their faith formation occurs according to their 

readiness.20 They grow in their relationship with God gradu-

ally and at their pace. God has all the time in the world.21  
 

Imagine if we had something like this for adults… a sacred 

space; faith formation grounded in scripture, liturgy and 

prayer; sensorial experiences of sight, sound, smell, taste 

and touch; preparation for mission; surrounded by the faith 

community.  
 

In the introduction to each of the Rites of Christian initiation

- the Rite of Baptism for Children, the Rite of Confirmation 

and the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults - the community 

is the first named minister. This is before parents, godpar-

ents, sponsors, catechists, priests and bishops.  
 

During the 2006 National RCIA Conference in Parramatta, 

Dr Sheila O’Dea RSM focussed on the four pillars of Word, 

Worship, Community, and Mission named in paragraph 75 

of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults as grounding the 

journey of Christian initiation of adults.22 Catechesis in the 

small group process is important and necessary. However, 

if, as the Rite states, the community is the first minister of  
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initiation, of equal importance is encouraging and expecting 

the presence of catechumens when the community gathers 

for Word, Worship, Community and Mission. For how else 

will they experience life in Christ? How else will they explore 

and commit to live life-long continuing conversion of heart 

to Jesus if they do not, in this time prior to their Christian 

initiation, hear the cycle of readings, experience the full cy-

cle of our liturgical year with its feasts and seasons, meet 

with their potential brothers and sisters in Christ week in 

week out, explore what mission means by being exposed to 

living the Christian life through sharing their time and gifts 

with each other and for those in need?  
 

In Year-Round Catechumenate Mary Birmingham says:  

“…implementing a year-round catechumenate is not 

only possible, but is also the best stewardship of the 

gifts and talents of the potential initiation minis-

ters”23 

Tapping into the life of the parish community through Word, 

Worship, Community and Mission is the best stewardship of 

the gifts and talents of the community. It enables the com-

munity to be the primary minster of Christian initiation.  

Morris states:  

For many parishes, the goal of initiation is the Easter 

sacraments, with little care for Mystagogy.24 
 

I wonder if that’s the reason why so many of us struggle 

with Mystagogia. If the goal is getting to Easter to celebrate 

initiation during the Vigil, it is no wonder the vast majority of 

participants – elect, candidates, sponsors and catechists - 

are shattered after the celebrations of the Triduum. We 

spend so much time and expend so much energy in working 

towards a mountain top experience at Easter that we have 

little reserve left to come down from the mountain and jour-

ney on the salt flats.  
 

Birmingham states:  

The journey must be tailored to respect the needs of 

each person who comes to us …25  
 

I read that and think not only of the inquirers, catechumens 

and neophytes, but also those in the community who have 

the role of catechist, sponsor and mentor.  

Asking an adult to commit to nine or twelve months of week-

ly meetings in already very full lives is onerous. No wonder 

we frequently have trouble finding sponsors and the Parish 

RCIA Team is a tad burnt out after Easter.  
 

Let’s return to the group which sparked the evolution into 

an ongoing catechumenate. Recall those seven inquirers: 

unbaptised Immigrant, Presbyterian mother, Anglican fian-

cée, the Church of England man in the pews for 40 years, 

unbaptised 19 year old, agnostic, Uniting Church elder.  
 

The man in the pews had been in the Inquiry period for 40 

years. He had a couple of discussions with the parish priest 

and RCIA coordinator. With the support of close friends in 

the parish, he prepared to celebrate the Sacrament of Pen-

ance. After that celebration, he was received into the 

Church one Sunday morning a couple of months after for-

mally inquiring, surrounded by the community he had sat  

amongst for 40 years. His journey took 40 years and 2 

months for preparation to be received into the full  

Communion of the Catholic Church.  
 

The Uniting Church elder joined the rest of the group for a 

few months until it became evident the discussions weren’t 

answering her questions. She was connected to an adult 

faith discussion group in the parish and was supported by 

two parishioners involved in that group. After a few months 

she had a couple of meetings with the parish priest and felt 

ready to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance. At her request 

she was received into full communion at Pentecost. Her jour-

ney took over 12 months.  
 

Our 19 year old had the experience of World Youth Day, and 

praise and worship. Her experience and understanding of 

the Paschal Mystery was limited. The rest of the group was a 

mix of unbaptised and baptised, none of whom were cate-

chised.  
 

As this was a multiple parish collaboration, during the pro-

cess, each participant attended Sunday Mass in their parish 

with their sponsor. The group decided to meet fortnightly 

rather than weekly due to work and life commitments. Be-

cause the topic of each meeting was in response to the par-

ticipants’ identified needs and according to their situations, 

it was not an issue when someone felt the need to step out 

of the process for whatever reason. There was no sense of 

needing to ‘catch up’ if a meeting was missed. The focus of 

each meeting was exploring the message of Jesus through 

scripture, and identifying God’s presence in daily life, each 

person ‘growing’ their relationship with God. Members of the 

group also connected with their parishes in a variety of ways 

with the assistance of their sponsors. There was the expec-

tation was that every Sunday they would be with the worship-

ping community.  
 

The commitment from the sponsor was to arrange to be with 

the catechumen every Sunday for Mass, and to engage in a 

mentoring relationship. It wasn’t expected that the sponsor 

attend the discussion groups or sessions, though the majori-

ty did.  

All rituals were celebrated in the parish into which they were 

to be initiated, and each met with the parish priest prior to 

each celebration. While each celebrated full initiation or re-

ception into the Church in their own parish, there wasn’t the 

sense of disappointment in not celebrating together.  
 

In the following years, the RCIA Team tapped into what was 

happening in the life of the parishes and the deanery. For 

example:  

The catechumens and candidates were involved in 

the Exploring Liturgy course being held in the deanery, 

facilitated by Sr. Ursula O’Rourke. Each week for eight 

weeks the RCIA group attended sessions along with 

60 parishioners from around the deanery. This was 

instead of meeting in their small group with their 

sponsors and catechist. After the eight weeks, there 

was enough stimulus for discussion for the next three  
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months of fortnightly meetings. Through the infor-

mation presented they learnt a great deal about the 

sacramental and liturgical life of the Church. But it 

was the conversation over the cuppa in the breaks 

with the parishioners that bore great fruit. The cate-

chumens and candidates heard ‘everyday’ Catholics 

debate the content, have differences of opinion, 

share their thoughts and share their faith. The cate-

chumens and candidates experienced community in 

a different way.  
 

Over the course of a number of weeks the group explored 

the theology of the sacrament of Marriage. We looked at the 

liturgies of a Nuptial Mass and the Rite of Marriage outside 

Mass. The Church’s teaching on divorce and the annulment 

process was explored. The group attended a parish Wed-

ding Anniversary Mass and shared a cuppa afterwards with 

those present. The RCIA participants heard the stories of 

couples married from between one year and 50 years. A 

previous RCIA candidate was invited to a meeting to share 

her story of both the pain and healing of going through the 

annulment process prior to being received into the Church. 

One of the RCIA participants was also married during that 

month, and shared her experience of not only the wedding 

ceremony, showing photos and telling the story of how the 

day unfolded, but also her experience of the marriage prep-

aration course.  

A series of sessions focussed on Social Justice. Different 

parishioners from across the Deanery were invited to meet-

ings to share their faith journeys as Prison Chaplains, Hospi-

tal Chaplains, SVDP 15 members, and journeying as sup-

port people for refugees and asylum seekers. The Church’s 

teachings on Social Justice were explored, and the work of 

various Catholic organisations and agencies such as Cari-

tas, Catholic Mission and Edmund Rice Camps were identi-

fied.  
 

Each of these occasions became an opportunity of identify-

ing and experiencing God present in each other. RCIA partic-

ipants heard the stories of people of faith living out their 

baptism as followers of Christ in very practical ways.  
 

And what of the baptised catechised candidates?  
 

The Rite states in Part II, Chapter 5:  

…no greater burden than is necessary is required for 

the establishment of communion and unity.26  

Birmingham states:  

It is no accident that the RCIA does not specifically 

provide formation direction for baptized, catechized 

persons. The bias of the rite is that baptized, cate-

chized persons need a different type of formation.27 
 

Part II Chapters 4 and 5 of the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults give direction to implementing a faith journey re-

sponding to catechised candidates identified needs. These 

candidates entered into conversation with both priests and 

catechists, and any areas of concern were addressed and 

talked through. Sometimes they became involved in the 

group process through their own choosing. However, more  

often than not, each stepped out when it became evident 

that they were ready to move on. They were prepared for and 

celebrated  the Sacrament of Penance. When it was dis-

cerned they were ready, they were received into the Church 

within the Mass on Sundays in Ordinary Time, where the 

readings were deemed appropriate.  
 

The experience in South Country Deanery resulted in those 

parishioners in the parishes involved having a greater aware-

ness of the flexibility of the Rite. The liturgical experiences of 

Christian initiation and reception into the Church were the 

richer for it. Both participants and the assembly had a great-

er understanding of what it was all about. The catechumens 

and candidates were visible and involved members of their 

communities prior to their initiation or reception into the 

Church. That meant that afterwards there was not that un-

settling sense of ‘where to from here’?  
 

When parishes are immersed in the theology of the 

rite…the principles become the driving force behind 

implementation. 28 
 

In the parish from which I come, one year there were five 

candidates, and no catechumens. During the process one 

participant became involved with the parish Sacramental 

Team as her child was going through Sacramental prepara-

tion for Confirmation and 1st Eucharist at that time. Another 

joined the Parish Playgroup and also became an assistant 

with Children’s Liturgy of the Word each Sunday during the 

school terms. A third joined the parish Welcome and Inclu-

sion Group, assisting with the hospitality every Sunday morn-

ing as well as being a part of the hospitality at parish events. 

Another participant joined the Wednesday Art and Craft 

group. The fifth was a teacher and joined her school’s Social 

Justice Group, which assisted Rosie’s during Schoolies Week 

on the Gold Coast. The decision was made to not receive 

them into the Church during the Easter Vigil. This highlighted 

for the community that the focus of Easter was baptism. The 

candidates renewed their baptismal promises along with the 

rest of the assembly during the Easter Vigil. They were re-

ceived into the church, anointed and came to the Table at 

various times during the Easter season. It was, quite unex-

pectedly, a great experience of liturgical catechesis of the 

assembly. 
 

Another year, we had three families which included two 

adults being fully initiated and five children between the ag-

es of three months to nine years baptised through full im-

mersion. We also had one person who was received into the 

Church – a baptised uncatechised candidate who had jour-

neyed with the catechumens. Two of the children then en-

tered into sacramental preparation for Confirmation and 1st 

Eucharist with their peers a couple of months later, as sug-

gested in RCIA 244. Throughout the same 14 months of this 

group’s journey, seven adults and two teenagers were re-

ceived into the full communion of the Catholic Church at 

various times when they were ready.  
 

Along with these experiences of initiation, once a month dur-

ing Sunday Mass the parish celebrates a ritual of welcome 
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the parents state their commitment, the community promis-

es to support them, and the families are presented with a 

baptismal candle. Baptised children preparing for the sacra-

ments of Confirmation and 1st Eucharist enter into a 12 

month process with their families, during which time some 

of the rites of the RCIA are adapted for them– blessings, 

enrolment, and presentations of the Lord’s Prayer and 

Creed. The completion of their Christian initiation is cele-

brated around the time of the great feast of Pentecost. 

These initiatory rituals of welcome, blessings, presentations 

and sacraments of initiation and reception into the Church 

are celebrated on various Sundays throughout the year. The 

celebrations have all become opportunities for the commu-

nity to be involved as the primary formator in faith of those 

journeying to Christian initiation, be they unbaptised adults, 

baptised candidates, baptised children preparing to com-

plete their Christian initiation, or families on mystagogia, 

presenting their infants for baptism. On occasion, we will 

celebrate a ritual for children in sacramental preparation or 

an RCIA ritual on the same Sunday as welcoming and bless-

ing the infants for baptism. If these Sundays also include a 

dismissal of children for Children’s Liturgy of the Word, we 

have a very alive liturgy. The parish hasn’t yet moved to 

regular Sunday dismissal of catechumens, but small steps. 

We are also discussing celebrating the Rite of Baptism for 

Children during Sunday Mass.  
 

Very early on in my involvement in the RCIA I attended the 

Qld State RCIA Conference in Brisbane in 2003. During the 

Conference I embraced two maxims: ‘If in doubt, look to the 

Rite’, ‘If you have a question, first look to the Rite’ courtesy 

of Rev Dr Tom Elich.29  

My hope is that, if nothing else, you will have been chal-

lenged to have another look at the Rite of Christian Initia-

tion of Adults, and continue to break open its mysteries and 

explore the depths of this liturgical document.  
 

      Here is born in Spirit-soaked fertility  

      a brood destined for another city,  

      begotten by God’s blowing and borne upon this torrent  

      by the Church their virgin mother.  

      Reborn in these depths,  

      they reach for heaven’s realm,  

      the born-but-once unknown by felicity.  

      This spring is life that floods the world,  

      the wounds of Christ its awesome source.  

      Sinners sink beneath the sacred surf  

      that swallows age and spits up youth.  

      Sinners here scour sin away down to innocence,  

      for they know no enmity who are  

      by one font, one Spirit, one faith made one.  

      Sinners shudder not  

      at sins kind and number,  

      for those born here are holy.30  
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WITH DEEP APPRECIATION 
WE ACKNOWLEDGE THESE 

GENEROUS SPONSORS OF THE  

2012 ACN NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

RCIA Events in Sydney 
Teresa Kehoe, the Course Director of Maryvale Institute, Birmingham, England will be in Sydney from Novem-

ber 30th to December 10th 2012. She will be leading some general information sessions for parishes on the 

RCIA. All are welcome. 

While she is in Sydney, Teresa Kehoe will also be offering the Maryvale Certificate in RCIA Catechesis for local 

students. This is a one year course via distance learning which usually requires attendance at three study 

days in Birmingham, England, to receive accreditation on completion of the course. 

For the first time local students will be able to attend the compulsory study days in Sydney and then go on to 

complete the course work over the next 12 months. It is a wonderful opportunity to be fully accredited with 

Maryvale Institute without leaving the country! 

Flyers promoting both the Parish RCIA Information Sessions and the Maryvale Certificate in RCIA Catechesis 

are available from the “Diocesan News” section of the ACN website. 
 

For further information contact: 
 

Catherine Hilder 

Assistant, Catechumenate Office 

Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney 

Level 11, Polding Centre 

133 Liverpool St. Sydney NSW 2000 

Tel:   (02) 9390 5951    Fax: (02) 9390 5288 

Email: rcia@sydneycatholic.org 

NN Help Desk  
Q. I would appreciate any advice that members can offer on a problem that we have 

encountered in the parish. 

A young man whose wife is a member of the parish has enquired about becoming a 

Catholic. The problem is that he is constantly travelling overseas for work and so is 

unable to attend regular catechetical sessions. He comes to Mass with her when he is home but that 

is only once every month or so. How do we deal with this situation?  
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Q. What are the qualities of a good Catechist? 
 

A. From “Adult Catechesis in the Christian Community: Some Principles and Guidelines” 

Catechists do not regard themselves as superior or extrinsic to the persons or groups to whom they minister. 

Rather, in the process of growing in the faith, they feel one with and indebted to everyone, and they know how 

to recognize everyone and make them agents and participants in the faith journey. (#71) 

Stability and living the Christian faith as a member of the ecclesial community are basic requirements for  

catechists. They must mature as spiritual persons in the concrete tasks they perform, in such a way that the 

"first word" they speak is that of personal witness. To this must be added a  

professional competence, or the ability to sustain a catechetical journey with their brothers and sisters. (#72) 

More precisely, an indispensable quality of catechists is the wise insight which allows them to go beyond the 

interpretation of texts to a deep grasp of vital issues and contemporary problems, and to be able to critically 

interpret present day events and the "signs of the times". Other requirements are the ability to listen and dia-

logue, encourage and reassure, form relationships, work in teams, and build community. There must also be a 

sense of being sent by the Church and of being accepted by the community, whose journey they share in a 

fraternal spirit.  

In a word, the catechist of adults will be a sufficiently balanced human being, with the flexibility to adapt to 

different circumstances. (#73) 
 

Quoted from “Adult Catechesis in the Christian Community: Some Principles and Guidelines” issued following 

the sixth plenary session of the International Council for Catechesis. 
 

For more, go to http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cclergy/documents/rc_con_cclergy_doc_14041990_acat_en.html 

Qualities of a Good Catechist 

Web Site Update   

Come and see the new Website! 

As part of ongoing work to improve the website, several new features have been introduced:   
 

 updated member login process where you choose your own password 

 refreshed format for the members’ area 

       photos from the Brisbane Conference 

       meet the new Executive Committee 

       new Useful Links page.  

 

The whole site is accessible on mobile devices (iPad, Android and mobile phones).   

Please remember the site now uses the latest web technology and requires a recent browser (ie9, Firefox, etc.). 
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News from the Diocese of Parramatta 
 

Sr. Mary Louise Walsh, Liturgy Educator and RCIA Coordinator for the Diocese, was pleased to welcome participants 
from across the Diocese to a series of workshops entitled “Journey in RCIA” for all involved in the catechumenate. The 
workshops were conducted on three Saturdays over August and September at the Institute for Mission in Blacktown.  
 

The objectives of the workshop were to discuss the following: 
Structure of the RCIA group 
What to do with Inquirers 
Who should be involved 
How to form a team 
How to use scripture-based catechesis 
What to do with those already baptised 
Mystogogia and what to do after initiation 
What is ongoing catechesis 
Sharing of resources 

 
 

The workshops were an opportunity for new and more experienced RCIA team members to meet in the context of a 
focused and interactive discussion. The emphasis of each workshop was determined by the expectations of  
participants. The methodology was designed to be participatory and involved discussion around Case studies, and the 
sharing of local parish practices.  
 

The series of presentations helped provide clarity on approaches and strategies in planning, implementation and 
monitoring of RCIA in the local parish. 
 

The workshops were judged a great success by attendees with everyone contributing to a very useful exchange of in-
formation. Outcomes of the sessions were reviewed by the participants, and the hope is that the shared experiences 
and productive discussions during the workshops will help others to begin or improve their own RCIA process and 
contribute to the overall improvement of RCIA within the Diocese. 
 

Sr. Mary Louise stated that the evaluations and feedback given would provide the framework for future workshops 
designed to increase our understanding of the content of the Rite and to introduce and provide resources that will 
support positive group interaction and involvement. 

NEWS 
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Resources 

RESOURCE FOR LENT   
For the catechumens the season of Lent is a period of intense spiritual preparation for their initiation at the Easter 

Vigil (RCIA # 126). This resource provides reflections and prayers that will nourish the catechumen’s journey. 
 

During the Year of Grace we have been invited to listen to the Spirit in our lives and to ‘start afresh 

from Christ’. This has been a call to become one with Christ, taking on his mind and his way of life. 

The season of Lent calls us to deepen that journey as we walk with Jesus from the temptations in the 

wilderness to the glory of the cross. To help us on that spiritual journey this resource, We Wish to See 

Jesus, provides materials for a ‘weekly retreat’ for the six weeks of Lent. 
 

The six sessions will provide: opening prayers; Sunday gospels; gospel reflections; discussion ques-

tions; closing prayers; ‘Lives of Grace and Service in God’s World’. 

The Gospel Reflections were written by Archbishop Mark Coleridge. 
 

Participants Book $8.80; 10 - 49 $7.70; Set of DVD and two CDs $17.60 (5% discount for orders before 31st December 

2012). For more information: www.lentprogram.com 

To see samples of these resources and order online: http://bne.catholic.net.au/faithlife/store 

RESOURCE FOR RCIA MINISTRY FROM FAITH & LIFE, BRISBANE 
At Home with God’s People 
 

For over twenty-five years At Home with God’s People has met the needs of individuals and groups, providing a 

helpful guide and tool to more than 30,000 people. It has now been revised and adapted to best meet 

those needs in changing times. The new book is 212 pages, in full colour, with an attractive and mod-

ern design. Like all tools it is important to use this resource in an appropriate manner for the task at 

hand. This is only one resource for the Catechumenate phase. This resource is not the ‘program to be-

come a Catholic’! There is much wisdom in an old adage: ‘Faith is caught, not taught’. However this 

resource will provide catechumens with an appropriate acquaintance … with the precepts and teachings 

of the Catholic Church (RCIA #75).   

The resource has a complementary website. For each topic there is a list of other resources: DVDs, books and  

websites. www.ahwgh.com 

PrayerTime Cycle C 
 

PrayerTime Cycle C is an excellent small group faith sharing resource. Provides material based on the 

Gospel readings for Year C: prayers; Gospel reference; discussion questions; suggestions for mission. 

Published by Renew International.  275 pages. Price: $24.20 

RCIA Team Book 
 

This book aims to help the RCIA team in their role. Topics covered include: pastoral principles; over-

view and structure of the Rite; those who minister; pastoral questions and planning outlines. Written 

by Peter Gagen and Elizabeth Harrington. 

Price: 1 - 4: $16.50 each (with GST); 5+: $14.30 each (with GST) 

Byrne, Brendan. SJ. The Hospitality of God - A Reading of Luke’s Gospel. St Pauls Publications, Strathfield, Sydney, 

Australia. 2006. 

Doherty, Tony.  A Friendly Guide to the Mass. John Garratt Publishing. Mulgrave, Victoria. 2011. 

Hamilton, Andrew. SJ. A Friendly Guide to Jesus. John Garratt Publishing. Mulgrave, Victoria. 2010. 

Maloney, Francis, J. SDB. A Friendly Guide to Mark’s Gospel. John Garratt Publishing. Mulgrave, Victoria. 2012 

Ralph, Margaret Nutting. Breaking Open the Lectionary, Cycle A. Paulist Press, New York.2007. 

Ralph, Margaret Nutting. Breaking Open the Lectionary, Cycle B. Paulist Press, New York.2005. 

Ralph, Margaret Nutting. Breaking Open the Lectionary, Cycle C. Paulist Press, New York.2006. 

Vodola, Max. A Friendly Guide to Vatican II. John Garratt Publishing. Mulgrave, Victoria. 2012 

Whelan, M. SM. A Friendly Guide to Prayer. John Garratt Publishing. Mulgrave, Victoria. 2011. 
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ON BEHALF OF THE NETWORK NEWS TEAM 
THANK YOU TO ALL 
WHO CONTRIBUTED 

TO THIS ISSUE OF 
NETWORK NEWS 

 
We leave you with this short reflection: 

 

 
Seek That Which Is Above, 
 

"Advent is concerned with that very connection between memory and hope which 
is so necessary to mankind. Advent’s intention is to awaken the most profound 
and basic emotional memory within us, namely, the memory of the God who  
became a child. This is a healing memory; it brings hope. The purpose of the 
Church’s year is continually to rehearse her great history of memories, to awaken 
the heart’s memory so that it can discern the star of hope.… 
 
It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us memories of goodness and 
thus to open doors of hope." 

 
Memory Awakens Hope. . . . . . . . . Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger,1986. 
 

 

 

The next issue will be circulated in early March 2013. 

If you have any stories to share, news or events to publicise, 

articles to contribute or resources to recommend 

please send them by 25th February 2013 

to the editor, Elizabeth Harrington, at: 
harringtone@liturgybrisbane.net.au 

 

Page 18 


