
 
 

Words from the Chair
Dear friends,

Welcome to the Spring 
edition of Network 
News.  We are in the 
middle of ‘conference 
season’ at present with 
conferences being 
held in most of our 
States during August 
and September. This 
edition of Network 
News contains reports 
from a number of 

conferences already held and we look forward 
to hearing about those still to come. I hope, trust 
and pray that these occasions will prove fruitful, 
both personally and collectively for you and your 
teams in this ministry within our Church. 

Our congratulations go to Ben Brooks on being 
accepted into the seminary for the Archdiocese  
of Hobart.  He is being sent to study at the 
Pontifical Beda College in Rome – which comes 
under the Bishops of England and Wales (so 
everything is in English) and caters for ‘mature-
aged’ seminarians.  We wish Ben well with 
his studies and whilst a temporary loss to the 
network I’m sure he will return with much 
continued promise and hope for the future.

In that light our executive committee team is in 
need of some new members.  We are seeking  
two or three people to assist, in the lead-up to 
the 2016 conference, with the following tasks:

• Treasurer 

• Editorial Team

• Online Support
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The role of treasurer, up until the conference 
in 2016, would require you to manage our bank 
account and transactions, attend our monthly 
teleconference and meeting in January 2016. None 
of this is particularly onerous but needs to be 
maintained so that the funds of the network are 
well managed.

Rob Cosgrove does a wonderful job, along with 
a small team, in looking after Network News. 
However, we are in need of some people to 
assist with proofing and graphic design for the 
newsletter.  The role would require a few hours’ 
work once per quarter.

The Western Australia RCIA State Conference 
was hosted in Perth this year on the 15th 
August at Infant Jesus Parish, Morley. Being 
the Feast of the Assumption, the under-lying 
hope of this feast added to the overall theme 
of the Conference: Build the City of God. The 
rich diversity of parishes who attended the 
conference embodied the journey image of 
RCIA with participants travelling from as far 
as Albany, with many also welcomed from 
the Diocese of Bunbury, while the length and 
breadth of Perth were well represented.

The Opening Address by the Archbishop, 
Most Reverend Timothy Costelloe SDB, 
initiated the day with the presentation on 
New Evangelisation and RCIA. The Archbishop 
reminded us, that we as a Church must get 
back to basics, and be grounded in Christ as we 
represent the whole Church through RCIA; that 
our ministry lies at the heart of the Church’s 
deepest identity, that is to evangelise. The 
balancing equilibrium of Church and RCIA is 
that we come to the Church in order to receive, 
while the vocation of RCIA is in the giving.

The Archbishop noted the importance, yet 
difference, between knowing about Jesus and 

knowing Jesus. Through RCIA, we echo the 
question asked by Jesus of His apostles ‘who do 
you say I am?’ We are then challenged to recognise 
that God has made us in His image (Gen 1:26), 
thereby we must be guarded not to remake Christ 
in our own image! As we unpack the Sunday 
Readings, we need to keep in context what Jesus 
says about Himself and in relation to the Father 
in Scripture. The framed images of Jesus we each 
have must not be rigid, but rather grow as does 
our relationship with Christ. I recently read a 
reflection which offered warning: ‘we can make 
our own list of laws that we might keep to the 
letter, but practise without the spirit.’ As our 

Build the City of God —  
WA State Conference

by Karen Hart (RCIA Archdiocesan Coordinator, Perth)

We are also looking for people to assist us with 
maintaining our online social profile presence.  This 
would primarily be assisting with facebook, twitter 
and the blog connected with the website (www.
cianetwork.net) Our thanks go to Mary McAuliffe 
from the Townsville Diocese who has come on 
board to assist in this area but further help would 
be appreciated.

Thanks to everyone for all the work, time and 
energy you put into your ministry and I hope and 
pray that the remainder of the year goes well for 
you and your teams.

Darren

http://www.cianetwork.net
http://www.cianetwork.net
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image of Jesus matures over the RCIA process 
we need to revisit, reflect on, and consider this 
question by Christ, ‘who do you say I am, now?’

We, the Church, are a people walking in 
the footsteps of the Good Shepherd. As we 
accompany those preparing for the Sacraments 
of Initiation in to the Church, may we remember 
that readiness for the elects’ First Communion 
through the RCIA process, involves entering into 
a deeper communion with God. The Archbishop 
recalled the occasion in John’s Gospel (6:59-66) 
when Jesus was accused of using ‘intolerable 
language’. Yet a particular demand of New 
Evangelisation is that we speak the language that 
those of whom we minister to will understand. 
Christ’s values reflect human values, however 
today the context of our lives has changed. We 
must remember that through our own human 
experience, we possess insight into the struggles 
and disquiet of people’s lives. We cannot assume 
that enquirers speak our language, yet the 
restlessness already mentioned is universal. We 
live in a social state of individuality, which can 
be drawn upon as each person’s charisms are 
appreciated as we welcome those to become part 
of and enrich the body of Christ, as each one is 
a part of it (1 Cor 12:27). John’s Gospel reveals 
that Jesus too was confronted with barriers of 
misunderstanding. The empathy we draw from 
this can guide others to unwrap the gift of faith 

they have received. The adventure is in the how 
the unwrapping takes place.

His Grace explained that John Paul II in writing 
for the new millennium, told us that if we wish 
to be faithful to God’s plan, we must respond 
to the world’s deepest yearnings. The common 
denominator which surfaces in RCIA, even if 
initially unconscious, is the thirst of the spirit; 
that spirituality must have a divine rapport, 
which RCIA cultivates through developing 
relationship with Christ through prayer, 
familiarity with the Gospels, belonging to a 
parish community, and the Church’s mission 
of sharing the Good News of evangelisation. 
Thereby those who come to receive, ultimately 
become those who go on to give. 
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On the weekend of 7–9 August over 60 
participants gathered at the Santa Teresa Spirituality 
Centre for the bi-annual Queensland State RCIA 
Conference. Representatives from each of the 
Queensland dioceses – Cairns, Townsville, 
Rockhampton, Toowoomba and Brisbane – 
and from the dioceses of Darwin and Papua 
New Guinea were companioned on a journey 
through the liturgical document, the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults. Informative and 
practical presentations were given by members 
of the Brisbane Archdiocesan Catechumenate 
Committee, and two young women who had 
recently completed the RCIA journey shared 
their inspirational stories.

The conference retreat also explored the 
liturgical rites which celebrate each step in 
the journey of conversion of heart to Christ. 
The participants ‘journeyed’ through the time 
of inquiry, when adults approach the Church 
inquiring about becoming Catholic Christians, 
through the periods of apprenticeship in living 
the Christian life and of spiritual preparation to 
celebrate the sacraments of initiation (baptism, 
confirmation, eucharist), through to the time of 
post-baptismal catechesis. 

The sacred space of Santa Teresa assisted 
participants in viewing the process of 
conversion as a spiritual journey of coming into 
relationship with God, with the community of 
the faithful as the first and primary minister of 
the RCIA. Archbishop Mark Coleridge and His 
Excellency Most Reverend Adolfo Tito Yllana, 
Apostolic Nuncio in Australia, addressed the 
gathering on Saturday, supporting the work of 
those in RCIA ministries as being core to the 
heart of the Church’s mission – companioning 
adults as they encounter Christ.

The Queensland RCIA State Conference was hosted 
by the Archdiocese of Brisbane. 

Videos of all the presentations at the conference will 
be added over the coming weeks to the website.

Online videos available so far are:

• Archbishop Adolfo Tito Yllana and  
Archbishop Mark Coleridge

• Bernadette McAndrew and Kate McLean 
(children in the RCIA)

• Heather McDonald (personal story) 

Queensland  
State Conference
        by Sue Thomas

http://www.santateresa.org.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11830
http://www.santateresa.org.au/asp/index.asp?pgid=11830
http://bne.catholic.net.au/faithlife/fl.php/rcia-queensland-conference
http://bne.catholic.net.au/faithlife/fl.php/rcia-queensland-conference
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St Francis Xavier Church, Goodna

The Time:  Easter Vigil

The Year:  1980

The Place:  St Francis Xavier Church, Goodna

This Easter vigil was one that Peter Gagen 
(Adult Faith Education, Archdiocese of 
Brisbane) had been working towards for over 
two years. Throughout those two years Peter 
had met regularly with the parish priest, Fr 
Ron Illidge (RIP), Sr Carmel Dwan RSM and 
other parish staff. Together they discussed and 
planned the implementation of something very 
new, and very ancient: the catechumenate. 
Central to these deliberations was the wise 
counsel of Fr Michael Fallon (RIP). Peter also 
collaborated closely with Fr Barry Copley 
(Liturgical Commission, Archdiocese of 
Brisbane).

Peter, Michael, Ron and Carmel had a ‘boot-leg’ 
photocopy of the US version of the RCIA. An 
Australian version was still several years in 
the future (published by EJ Dwyer in 1987). 

As a former lecturer in catechetics at Pius 
XII Seminary, Banyo (now Holy Spirit 
Seminary) Peter had been enthralled as each 
new document of Vatican II was released. 
He would read the text voraciously and 
then pass his discoveries on to the young 
seminarians.

The first document to be promulgated by 
the Council, The Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy (Sacrosanctum Concilium), was to 
have a profound effect. In paragraph 64 the 
Council declared that: ‘The catechumenate for 
adults, comprising several distinct steps, is 
to be restored and to be taken into use at the 
discretion of the local ordinary.’ 

In the long term this has proven to be a 
momentous decision of the Council, not just 
for liturgical reform but for the entire way 
Catholics envisage lay ministry and their 
baptismal call to mission in their daily lives.

Peter had a keen eye for strategic change. 
Many of the seminarians he had taught in the 
late ‘60s were now priests in the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane. To convince them to implement 
this fundamental change to the liturgical 
life of the parish, and the formation of the 
parishioners and prospective parishioners, 
would require an ‘alive and breathing’ model of 
the catechumenate – to see what it looked like 
and how it ‘worked’.

He could have picked an ‘easier’ parish 
(a city parish bristling with families and 
professionals), but he knew that would be 
the simple way out and would not convince 
anyone. On the plus side of the ledger Fr 
Michael Fallon had been an assistant priest 
with Fr Ron Illidge in his previous parish. 
Michael knew that Ron would bring out the 
best in people and work collaboratively.

Goodna still feels like a typical country 
church, and indeed, for over 100 years it was 
just that, located about half way between the 
Queensland state capital, Brisbane, and the 
‘over-looked’ capital, Ipswich. 

By 1978 urban sprawl had reached Goodna 
from Brisbane and was quickly spreading from 

A long and winding road
A sketchy history of the catechumenate

©
ST. FRANCIS XAVIER , GOODNA. USED W
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Ipswich. The local population was a mix of the 
senior citizens of Goodna, workers who travelled to 
nearby industries (woollen mills and brick works) 
and newly-arrived migrants – the Wacol Migrant 
Centre was just down the road.

Meanwhile over 2000k away Fr Arthur Hackett, 
parish priest of Our Lady of Help of Christians, 
Whyalla West, South Australia, was embarking 
on a parallel journey. So two small communities, 
far away from the bright city lights, were giving 
birth to the catechumenate in Australia. 

Thirty-five years ago who would have known 
that from such small seeds, planted in Goodna’s 
red loam and Whyalla’s red ferric oxide earth, 
such mighty trees would grow.

Looking back, what have we learnt? Does the 
history really tell us anything?

Peter Gagen loved history (and still does!) and 
often adorned his walls with quotes from the 
great Church Fathers and Mothers (illustrated 
in his beautiful calligraphy). But this ‘love’ was 
never just an academic exercise – as beautiful as 
that could be. Rather, for Peter, what was vital 
was making the connections in the long tapestry 
of Christian – and Jewish – history.

It was vital (life-giving) for the future of the 
Church to inspire and enrich the Pilgrim People 
of God as they walked arm in arm towards the 
New Jerusalem just beyond the horizon. 

His beloved Jerusalem Bible revealed that for 
the Jewish people water was critical for life 
and their very survival. It is a constant motif 
throughout the Scriptures.

Right from the beginning of Genesis there 
are echoes of our understanding of the 
catechumenate:

In the beginning God created  
the heavens and the earth. 
Now the earth was a formless void,  
there was darkness over the deep;  
and God’s Spirit hovered over the water … 
God said, ‘Let the waters (mayim,  
living waters) under heaven come together  
into a single mass …’  
and God saw that it was good.

Genesis (1:1,2,9,10)

The first creation, filled with the ruach (breath, 
wind) of the Spirit, foreshadows our new 
creation in the waters of baptism. 

The Book of Exodus is the foundational epic of 
the Israelite’s liberation from slavery and their 
salvation as God’s chosen people. The journey of 
Moses is resplendent with images of water: as 
a baby in the reeds of the Nile (Ex 2:3); meeting 
his beloved Ziporah at the well in Sinai (Ex 
18:3-4); the crossing over the Red Sea (Ex 14); 
striking the rock at Horeb (Ex 17:6); and finally 
reaching the River Jordan (Josh 3:4).

The words of Moses given to the Israelites 
in Deuteronomy are indeed apt for our 
catechumens today:

‘See, I have set before you today  
life and prosperity, death and adversity. … 

Choose life so that you and your descendants  
may live, loving the Lord your God,  
obeying him, and holding fast to him …’ 

(Deuteronomy 30:15,19,20)

Let’s now jump into Dr Who’s Tardis and turn 
the time travel dial to sometime in the early 30s 
– not the 1930s but the original ’30s.

Through the Gospels of Matthew (3:1-17), Mark 
(1:1-8) and Luke (3:1-18) we witness John the 
Baptist, the cousin of Jesus, in the wilderness. 

There was something about his prophetic spirit 
that drew people from throughout Judea to 
confess their sins and to be baptised in the River 
Jordan (Mk 1:6)

We don’t just have the words of the evangelists 
for John’s deeds. We also have the writings of 

©
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Titus Flavius Josephus (37–c.100). Josephus 
was born in Jerusalem and took part in the 
Jewish-Roman war of 77-73. He was captured 
in 67 and later accompanied the Roman legions 
under Titus when they levelled Jerusalem to the 
ground, and at the siege of Masada when the 
vestiges of the Judean rebellion committed mass 
suicide.  

He wrote the history of these events in The 
Jewish War (c.75) and Antiquities of the Jews (c.94).
In Antiquities Josephus wrote that John was: 

… a good man, [who] commanded the Jews 
to exercise virtue, both as to righteousness 
towards one another, and piety towards God, 
and so to come to baptism …

… to be continued.

Part two will be in the Summer edition of Network News:
• ‘You are my son, the beloved’;
• Saul to Paul; 
• Justin, writer and martyr; 
• the house church of Dura-Europos; 
• and Egeria’s travel diary.

By Rob Cosgrove (with thanks to Peter Gagen, Sr Carmel 
Dwan and Fr Anthony Mellor). 

Rob began working for Peter Gagen in his student holidays 
in 1976 and commenced full-time employment for the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane in 1978. 

Jubilee Year of MercY

The Year of Mercy will 
commence on Tuesday, 
December 8, 2015 (Solemnity 
of the Immaculate 
Conception) and will 
conclude on Sunday, 20 
November 2016.

On the official Vatican website for the Jubilee 
Year of mercy you will find the announcement 
of the Jubilee of Mercy by Pope Francis, the Bull 
of Indiction (Misericordiae Vultus), prayer, logo, 
hymn and other details.

Some quotes from Misericordiae Vultus:

# 2. We need constantly to contemplate the 
mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, 
serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends on 
it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of 
the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and 
supreme act by which God comes to meet us. 
Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the 
heart of every person who looks sincerely into 
the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path 
of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and 
man, opening our hearts to the hope of being 
loved forever despite our sinfulness. ...

# 6. ... the mercy of God is not an abstract idea, 
but a concrete reality with which God reveals 
his love as of that of a father or a mother, 
moved to the very depths out of love for their 
child. ...

# 9. In the parables devoted to mercy, Jesus 
reveals the nature of God as that of a Father 
who never gives up until he has forgiven the 
wrong and overcome rejection with compassion 
and mercy. ... In these parables (cf. Lk 15:1-32), 
God is always presented as full of joy, especially 
when he pardons. In them we find the core of 
the Gospel and of our faith, because mercy is 
presented as a force that overcomes everything, 
filling the heart with love and bringing 
consolation through pardon.

# 16. ... This Holy Year will bring to the fore the 
richness of Jesus’ mission echoed in the words 
of the prophet: to bring a word and gesture of 
consolation to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
those bound by new forms of slavery in modern 
society, to restore sight to those who can see no 
more because they are caught up in themselves, 
to restore dignity to all those from whom it has 
been robbed.  …

As the year nears there will be many 
opportunities to make ‘connections’ between 
the Year of Mercy and the catechumenate. 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane is planning a 
Lenten scripture study for the Year of Mercy: 
Being Lost ... Being Found ... 
Reflections for Lent Year B (book, DVD and CDs).

The Archdiocese of Melbourne has a Jubilee 
Year of Mercy website and has a Planning Day, 
Taste & See, on Saturday 17 October 2015.

http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html
http://www.cam.org.au/evangelisation/Resources/Year-of-Mercy
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Sharing the mission of the Church
by Aoife Connors

Today, many lay people work as pastoral 
associates, catechists, sacramental coordinators, 
youth ministers in parishes as well as hospital 
and prison ministry, and a variety of other 
settings. The list is endless, Sr Kari says.

Sr Kari advises that all lay pastoral ministries 
needs to be carefully discerned by those 
entrusted with the parish leadership and 
authorised by the parish priest or local bishop.

‘Ministers should be given necessary formation 
and training for their ministry, and lay pastoral 
ministry must always work in collaboration 
with the pastoral ministry of the ordained.’

A major focus for the ACBC Lay Pastoral 
Ministry Council is a research project 
investigating the current landscape of lay 
pastoral ministry in Australia.

From this project, national guidelines will be 
published to promote and support Lay Pastoral 
Ministry. ‘This e-newsletter has been established 
so that we can begin sharing some of the results 
of the research and engage as many people as 
possible in drafting the guidelines,’ Sr Kari says.

(These excerpts are reprinted with permission. 
eNewsletter of the Australian Catholic Council for Lay 
Pastoral Ministry – Lay Pastoral Ministry News.)

The Australian Catholic Council for Lay Pastoral Ministry 
(ACCLPM ) has a new eNews: Lay Pastoral Ministry News. 
The ACCLPM website has the latest edition and a form to 
subscribe (free). The article below is excerpts from this 
edition.

Parishioners are the unsung heroes of the 
church, working behind the scenes to keep 
parishes going and support the work of their 
priest.

Mission and ministry is not some airy fairy 
thing just for priests and holy people. It is the 
day-to-day hard slog of keeping the parish 
community running. Ministry is essential to 
offering a place for Catholics to gather, hear 
God’s word, celebrate the Eucharist and go out 
into the world refreshed and reinspired to live 
and share the Good News.

Parish ministry often begins by lending a hand 
at Mass, whether that’s proclaiming the word, 
becoming a Eucharistic minister or offering to 
sing with the choir.

… In 2011, the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference (ACBC) established the Australian 
Catholic Council for Lay Pastoral Ministry 
(ACCLPM). Yet what do we mean when we refer 
to lay pastoral ministry?

Sr Kari Hatherell (ACCLPM Chair) explains that 
‘through baptism all people share in the mission 
of the church, giving witness in their lives of the 
love of God, made visible in Jesus, through the 
power of the Spirit. However, some are called to 
ministry.’

‘In the past, ministry was thought to belong 
to the ordained priesthood and to consecrated 
religious but in the years since Vatican II there 
has been an increasing number of laity who 
have responded to this call.’ The ACCLPM was 
established to provide research, support and 
resources for people working in lay pastoral 
ministry across the Catholic Church in Australia.

©
DOLLARPHOTOS

http://www.catholic.org.au/acclpm
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‘The rite of Christian initiation ... is designed for adults who, after hearing the mystery of Christ proclaimed, 
consciously and freely seek the living God and enter the way of faith and conversion as the Holy Spirit 
opens their hearts’ (RCIA, #1)

Herein lies the mandate for parish catechumenal teams to take seriously the task of adult faith formation.  
Too often, we simply replicate a classroom situation, failing to acknowledge that adults learn differently to 
children and adolescents.  As a team, study the following and then decide what steps you need to take to 
honour the principles of adult learning and group leadership.

THE ADULT LEADER THE GROUP LEADER
Thrives in a climate which fosters self-esteem and 
inter-dependence

•	 Creates a climate of mutual respect, openness 
encouragement

•	 Tolerates differences, mistakes and builds on 
experiences shared

Responds most effectively when the learning out-
comes connect with life and living

•	 Builds on positives
•	 Through interaction, identifies needs, questions 

allows these to set the direction
•	 Seeks practical outcomes

Responds to active participation in shared planning 
and decision-making

•	 Recognises competency in others
•	 Encourages choices/self-direction
•	 Reviews the learning process to ensure that 

learning is ‘on track’
•	 Values peer learning

Learns most effectively when theory relates to 
experience

•	 Offers a process of discovery rather than input
•	 Focuses on tasks/questions leading to growth 

and change, rather than input
Enjoys a variety of learning activities •	 Invites active engagement with ideas, 

questions, values, stories
•	 Takes time for integrating the learning, 

depthing ideas, drawing conclusions, 
articulating decisions 

Enjoys gathering in a space which is physically 
comfortable

•	 Creates an attractive environment
•	 Arranges seats in a circle for good 

communication
•	 Allows time for socialising

Evaluates own progress and directs the next phase 
of learning

•	 Offers opportunity for reflection, evaluation
•	 Poses the new question

AND REMEMBER … Adults retain

10%  of what we read
20%  of what we hear
30% of what we see

Adult Faith Formation and RCIA
from the NN archives

50% of what we both see and hear
70% of what we discuss with others
80% of what we experience personally
95% of what we teach, preach or present   
 ourselves
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It is a great privilege to be with you as leaders 
and practitioners in the RCIA process, the 
spiritual accompaniment of persons in the life 
of Christ in the midst of the Church for the sake 
of the world. There is nothing as joyous as the 
initiation or reception of adults into the life of 
Christ.

I stand here as a beneficiary of that process 
when I was baptised and confirmed on a 
Wednesday night in November of 1999. 
Heralding from a family of Buddhist and Taoist 
heritage, I entered the Church on the eve of the 
new millennium at the age of twenty, gathered 
with a priest, sponsor, fellow catechumens and 
a mixed group of close friends, mostly of no 
religious background.

A small but powerful group had accompanied 
me through conversion and initiation and I was 
fully conscious and grateful for the fact that 
in God and this community I had been granted 
something which I would spend the rest of my 
life learning to be faithful to, learning to enter 
into, learning to trust.

In sharing this portion of my own story and in 
the following reflections on RCIA in the context 
of the new evangelisation I hope to affirm 
your dedication to the RCIA as a vital sign and 
mirror of the Church in its deepest identity as a 
community of evangelising disciples.

A Developing Faith
In the wake of the Second Vatican Council, and 
the prophetic zeal of Pope Francis, it is today 
commonplace to speak of the Church and its 
need of development or reform, that is, change. 
From the laments and incitements of Evangelii 
Gaudium, to contemporary Catholic literature 
such as Rebuilt, Forming Intentional Disciples, and 
Divine Renovation there has been magisterial, 
critical and popular recognition that what is 

most needed at this stage of our history as 
Church is a re-appreciation of evangelisation, 
the making and maturing of disciples, as the 
essential mission of our Church.

A ‘new evangelisation’ is sought, ‘new’ not in 
message or substance as if we have somehow 
graduated from the one Gospel given in Jesus 
Christ, but an apostolic outreach that is fresh 
in energy, intent and method for we seek to 
evangelise in a context that is something other 
than a carbon copy of times past.

Certainly, there is continuity. Today adults, 
as ever, come forward to be initiated as an 
expression and consequence of their faith in 
Jesus Christ from a variety of personal and 
cultural backgrounds. Through their initiation, 
these pilgrims die to self and rise in Christ who 
is their new way of life and they enter into 
this new life socially, joining a community that 
professes Jesus to be the source of their life and 
salvation.

However, the ways and practices of Christian 
initiation have varied throughout the history 
of the Church. We only have to recall the early 
second century when potential catechumens 
presented for baptism after two to three years of 
preparation, involving multiple exorcisms and 
even a dash of salt. The danger of persecution 
within an intolerant Roman Empire restricted 
exposure of catechumens to the sacred mysteries 
of faith while sponsors played the role of 
prudent guarantor for the trustworthiness of 
their initiates. We see the shape of Christian 
initiation evolve yet again with the penitential 
theology of the Church. Many a convert in the 
patristic age chose to remain a catechumen until 
the end of life in the hope that a quick baptism 
before death might erase all the more sin. Even 
the formula of baptism itself has undergone 
development and with it the catechesis that has 
accompanied preparation, with baptism first 

Evangelisation in a New Time:  
Pilgrims and Prospects

by Daniel Ang (Director, Office for Evangelisation, Diocese of Broken Bay)

Keynote presentation at NSW State Conference (29th  August 2015)
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simply in the name of Jesus, then the more 
creedal, interrogative formula recorded in the 
Apostolic Tradition before the straightforward 
trinitarian formula we employ today, based upon 
Matthew 28:19. The catechumenate of adults and 
rites of initiation have developed with the life 
of the Church as it has confronted each stage of 
history.

What we learn from this rich history is that 
the potential and fruit of our catechumenate 
– restored at the direction of Vatican II 
(Sacrosanctum Concilium 64) and now just four 
and a half decades old in the form of the RCIA 
(decreed in 1972) – is intimately bound up 
with the life and vicissitudes of our Catholic 
community as a whole. As affirmed by the Rite 
itself, there is an intimate and indispensable 
relationship between the initiation process 
and the total life of the parish, what could be 
described as ‘the community of initiation.’1

Initiation in a New Time
As it stands today the Church in Australia sees 
some 69,000 newly baptised each year, with 
approximately 5,000 of these adults.2 (As an 
aside, I note that the number of adult baptisms 
in the U.S. rose by 12% between Easter 2013 
and Easter 2014, portents perhaps of a genuine 
‘Francis effect’ encouraging initiation.)

In receiving the forgiveness of sins, union with 
Christ and incorporation into his body, the seal 
and sanctification of the Spirit, and Christ’s 

Eucharistic body, these twenty-first century 
neophytes personify and encourage our hope to 
be that transformative, mediating community 
that Christ calls us to be, a Church that is 
essentially ‘a life passed on’.

A more sobering characteristic of our time, 
highlighted by contemporary literature 
and recent papal teaching, is that personal 
conversion and ceaseless evangelisation in 
the Church can no longer be assumed. Indeed, 
diminishing rates of participation in weekly 
Eucharist and other sacraments of the Church 
present a serious challenge to our ecclesial and 
formative paradigms.

For one, the premise of a ‘conveyer belt’ which 
took Catholics from the cradle to grave in faith, 
passing through the way of the Catholic family, 
parish and school, no longer seems true-to-
life, if it ever was. As Sherry Weddell notes, 
there is thin evidence to support the belief 
that Catholic identity simply migrates from 
infancy into adulthood, resulting in the slow but 
steady spiritual growth of Catholic adults over 
a lifetime.3 There is little reason to suppose that 
Catholic converts will also be carried along by 
some seamless cultural momentum within the 
Church into lifelong discipleship.

Sadly, we know the stories of the newly initiated 
who have journeyed with us over months 
only to disappear from the active life of the 
worshipping community, some even before the 
Easter season has drawn to a close. The trust, 

new – MYstagogY of the eucharist:  
a resource for faith forMation

Gilbert Osdiek, OFM (professor of liturgy at Catholic Theological Union)
Many people have come to associate mystagogy with the rites of Initiation, it being 
in the narrow sense the period between Easter and Pentecost. But mystagogy is more 
than a period of time; it is a way of knowing from ritual experience. Gil Ostdiek applies 
this principle as he reflects upon the Eucharist drawing upon the liturgical symbols, 
prayer texts and ritual actions of the Mass. He provides a wonderful pastoral resource 
for liturgical ministers and those responsible for liturgical formation. Anyone reading this book will come to 
savor the liturgy to a greater extent knowing the Eucharist from within.
Michael S. Driscoll (Professor of Liturgical Studies and Sacred Music at the University of Notre 
Dame)
From Amazon website (includes sample). The publisher Liturgical Press also has a sample and eBook 
version. Published in May, 2015. (US$11.99 eBook, 144 pages).

http://www.amazon.com/Mystagogy-Eucharist-Resource-Faith-Formation/dp/0814637191
http://www.litpress.org/Products/E3744/mystagogy-of-the-eucharist.aspx
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encounter, and discipleship in Christ fostered 
by small groups such as the RCIA yearns to be 
sustained by the larger ecclesial body into which 
the newly initiated are incorporated.

In other words, we cannot consider the RCIA 
and its pilgrims apart from the prospects for 
their continued journey with Christ in the body 
of all the faithful. If we are inviting people to 
the Gospel we must offer them a community of 
life in which spiritual seeds can prosper.

Much of our magisterial teaching assumes the 
existence of this living, active and spiritually 
dynamic community of faith in our parishes, 
not out of naiveté or ignorance of what is a 
more mixed reality in our parishes, but so as 
to underline all the more the non-negotiable 
nature of a culture of discipleship as the building 
block of all other elements of parish life, 
including liturgy.

Vatican II’s Sacrosanctum Concilium declares 
that the sacraments presume a living faith 
amidst its people.4 The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church underlines ‘The sacred liturgy does not 
exhaust the entire activity of the Church: it 
must be preceded by evangelisation, faith, and 
conversion’.5 For its part, the RCIA confirms 
the necessity of a pre-catechumenate prior 
to theological instruction and liturgical 
preparation, a ‘time of evangelisation and 
initial conversion’ which is to unfold in the 
presence of parish families and other groups 
of Christians through whom those with 
faithful intent can see ‘evidence of the spirit of 
Christians that they are striving to understand 
and experience’, all this prior to the rite of 
acceptance into the order of catechumens.6 
Again, the RCIA and its pilgrims cannot be 
considered apart from the spiritual health of 
the whole body into which the newly initiated 
are grafted. The budding of the branches 
depends upon the vitality of the vine.

When we take the current temperature of ‘the 
vine’, the whole body of the faithful, the sober 
reality is that 60% of those who attend Mass 
reported only some or no spiritual growth 
through their experience of parish life.7 It is 
evident that many a parish culture does not 
nourish personal faith and a mindset that 
assumes the sacraments will simply ‘take care 
of it’ neglects our duty to awaken in each person 

that active and personal faith, that fertile soil, in 
which the grace of the sacraments can actually 
bear fruit.

The spiritual barrenness reported in our pews 
flows over to impact upon the ability and even 
the desire of Catholics to reach others for Christ 
with obvious consequences for the RCIA. Hence, 
some 72% of Australian Mass attenders reported 
that they would not or did not know if they 
would invite someone to their parish.8 Without 
spiritual growth in their own lives, individuals 
are not able to be effective witnesses or apostles 
for Christ in the wider community.

All in all Fr James Mallon underlines the 
importance of addressing parish culture in its 
totality if discipleship is to be lifelong, noting 
smaller groups and initiatives will be only as 
good as the culture of that parish. 

Even a very successful tool for evangelisation 
... will have a very limited impact if the 
values of a parish are vastly different from 
the values within a particular program ... 
Running evangelistic, outreach or renewal 
programs without addressing the necessary 
cultural conversion of our parishes will only 
leave us open to charges of false advertising.9

The fruit of RCIA depends in no small part on 
a parish culture where the kerygma, the Great 
Story of Jesus, is clearly preached through 
substantial homilies, where the kerygma is 
made known through adult faith formation 
experiences that are a norm of community 
life rather than an exception, and through 
the testimony of those whose lives have been 
changed by entering into that living story of 
Jesus, providing witness to his Spirit alive and at 
work in human lives.

Indeed, in the light of the interdependency 
of RCIA with the community at large, I 
would suggest that there is an argument that 
catechumens and candidates, while keeping 
their unique identity as a group, could be a 
part of a spiritual and faith formation process 
that is open to anyone.10 While recognising the 
stages of development that mark the particular 
experience of catechumens, all are called to 
be disciples, mathetes in Greek, meaning those 
who learn. All are called to be students before 
the feet of Jesus Master and Teacher and we 
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cannot in this new era assume that the great 
numbers of already baptised have indeed heard 
that initial proclamation of the Gospel which 
Pope Francis’ Evangelii Gaudium reminds us ‘we 
must hear again and again in different ways’.11 
My observation from the pews is that people are 
grasping only fragments of the Gospel and from 
the outside. Furthermore, I know many veterans 
of faith, dedicated and regular attendees, 
who envy the deep learning and spiritual 
conversation that the RCIA makes possible but 
to which they ordinarily do not have access 
themselves.

Foundational formation involving both 
newcomers and more established Catholics 
would recollect for the community that new 
membership is as much a part of regular 
parish life as Sunday Mass. Mutual experiences 
of formation would allow candidates to be 
integrated into community life not simply 
during the rites of initiation but in its very life, 
understood as a common school of holiness 
and friendship with Jesus Christ. If prayer 
and discipleship are learned, as our tradition 
maintains, then all have much to gain through 
and with one another as common pilgrims on 
the Gospel way.

Spiritual Accompaniment
Having underlined this morning the 
inseparability of converts and the spiritual 
vitality of the communities they enter, a 
further opportunity makes itself present in 
our capacity to tell the stories of conversion 
that emerge from our tradition, narratives of 
holiness and transformation that can assist 
today’s catechumens to clarify their own life as a 
spiritual way.

Our firsthand experience of RCIA tells us that 
so much depends not simply on theological 
instruction or liturgical preparation but on 
the communication and exchange of stories, 
the sharing of personal itineraries of call and 
conversion, rich testimonies of the ways in 
which human lives have become intertwined 
with God’s.

In such spiritual conversation we enumerate 
together the shape of holiness, we generate a 
living tradition of what it means to be a holy 
person, we affirm the very possibility of access 
to and relationship with God and the capacity 
of human beings to respond and flourish in 
cooperation with his gracious and divine life.
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I propose that the RCIA can provide for 
catechumens in our time invaluable guidance 
on the basic tenets of our faith, the rhyme and 
reason of our liturgical rites but also, crucially, 
testify to the ways in which lasting conversion 
can actually come about under the influence 
of grace. Those entering a life of faith, not to 
mention those already in the pews, are in need 
of a clear sign or witness that the life of faith 
is indeed possible, worthwhile and of ultimate 
significance and value.

In reflecting on my own experience of conversion 
and that of others who have come into the Church 
as adults, I am mindful that the transition into 
Christian life is anything but abstract, whimsical 
or sugar-coated. It is oftentimes a formidable 
journey, not without loss, and quite literally 
world-changing in its consequence. Friends and 
relationships change as do priorities, lifestyles and 
life choices and directions.

Our rich spiritual tradition helpfully offers a 
multitude of concrete lives and trajectories that 
can affirm and nourish this transition from an 
old way of life to a new life in Christ. The great 
stories and holy witnesses of our faith provide, 
in their own way, ‘an assurance of things hoped 
for’ (Heb. 11:1).

What are the most compelling narratives of 
holiness that the RCIA can bring forward to 
uphold and foster trust in the momentous 
‘crossing over’ from the old self to the new, for 
twenty-first century pilgrims? What are those 
stories that we can tell to show that Christian 
faith indeed makes a human life coherent?

To offer classic examples, the itineraries of St 
Paul, St Augustine, and a St Francis delineate by 
different routes the way in which total Christian 
conversion is possible and how one can engage 
the world as a new creation in Christ. These 
are stories of our tradition worth telling. Their 
biographies and standing as models of holiness 
provide neophytes with a tangible vision of the 
way in which God promotes our flourishing in 
the particular circumstances of our life. It is 
not a stretch to assert that some of the spiritual 
stagnation in our pews may be attributable to 
the plain fact that many Catholics have no vision 
at all as to how the life of holiness could be 
pursued or ultimately take expression.

Take the story of St Francis of Assisi as an 
outstanding paradigm of our tradition. We recall 
here a young man of excess and indulgence, 
one who lives a dissolute life bankrolled by 
the wealth of the family business. Knowing no 
limits and characterised by exorbitant passions 
and intemperance, we learn that God’s work of 
grace in Francis does not cut out or obliterate 
this trait of excessiveness, does not excise his 
tendency to wild abandon but rather transforms 
it from within. Francis remains a man of excess 
but now becomes excessive in his poverty, 
radical in his self-sacrifice, zealous in his self-
abandonment and self-donation to others.

The ascetic friar of Assisi brings forward for 
us the journey of holiness as inclusive and 
transfigurative rather than severe or caustic 
as the spiritual writer John O’Donohue adeptly 
explains:

The Christian life has always been a struggle 
towards perfection. Yet the recommended 
models of change have been very damaging, 
either metamorphosis, where the old self was 
expected to graft onto a supernatural level and 
become abruptly sanctified, or moral surgery, 
whereby the undesired dimensions of one’s 
life were cut out. Such externalist violence is 
always resisted by the psyche’s organic and 
inclusive spiritual instinct.

Transfiguration is in harmony with the 
deepest rhythm of the soul because nothing 
is denied, excluded or forced. Attention is 
focused reverently on the whole complex 
of one’s presence. In light of this reverence 
to one’s self the places of entanglement, 
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limitation, blindness and damage gradually 
reveal themselves in ways that suggest and 
invite changes in the configuration of one’s 
heart.12

We learn that authentic growth in holiness is 
not about ‘metamorphosis’, the idea that we 
can simply shed the past, our very personality 
and history, and become someone entirely new. 
This is illusory. Nor is growth in holiness about 
moral surgery in which we simply excise or cut 
off whatever is found to be undesirable within 
us. As witnessed in St Francis’ life, the image of 
transfiguration is more apt, a gradual process in 
which we enter into and are attentive to every 
aspect of who we are, even those inevitable 
dimensions of darkness within ourselves, ‘lifting 
them up to the Lord’ whose Holy Spirit brings 
about transformation within, and not despite, 
the conditions of our life and character.

By such great narratives I believe neophytes 
as much as the already baptised can find 
encouragement to acknowledge the all-too-
human reality which is inescapably ours – 
light and shadow, wheat and tare – and open 
this mixed reality to God’s love and grace 
which heals, redirects and transforms our very 
weakness into God’s strength (cf. 2 Cor 12:10).

I suggest that the dynamics of Christian 
conversion are well carried by the stories of 
those who have gone before us in faith, in 
the restless interiority of a St Augustine, the 
passionate poverty of a St Francis, the change of 
heart worked within the religiosity of a St Paul. 
These models need not stereotype holiness but 
give shape and substance to the possibilities that 
are there for all of us. These holy lives open us 
to more than what we may have yet imagined 
for ourselves, and so hold powerful relevance 
to our spiritual accompaniment of the enquirer, 
catechumen and the newly baptised by way of 
the RCIA.

Conclusion
In the midst of a changing ecclesial landscape 
and by its privileged access and accompaniment 
of unique and varied lives touched by Christ, the 
RCIA remains a gift and mirror to the Church, 
expressing its identity and vocation to be 
evermore an evangelising community of faith. 
Noting the particular challenges of Christian 

outreach at this time of history, Pope Francis 
remarks:

Pastoral ministry in a missionary style is not 
obsessed with the disjointed transmission 
of a multitude of doctrines to be insistently 
imposed. When we adopt a pastoral goal and 
a missionary style which would actually 
reach everyone without exception or 
exclusion, the message has to concentrate 
on the essentials, on what is most beautiful, 
most grand, most appealing and at the same 
time most necessary.13

In the work of the RCIA may we continue 
to offer that which is beautiful, most grand, 
appealing and most necessary, the Good News of 
the Gospel given to us in Jesus Christ, and the 
lives of those who have walked the way of faith 
before us.

Daniel Ang is Director of the Office for Evangelisation 
in the Catholic Diocese of Broken Bay. He is Chair of 
the National Pastoral Planners Network, member of 
the ACBC Evangelisation Network, and published in 
a number of peer reviewed journals in the areas of 
ecclesiology and pastoral theology. He maintains a blog 
at www.timeofthechurch.com
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Down by the Sea
by Anna Ardill  –  What I learnt at the Queensland State Conference (6-8th  August 2015)

On Friday 7th of August the dawn was clear and 
bright in Townsville. Off to the airport to meet 
up with two priests, two Sisters of Mercy and 
two others for the flight to Brisbane. To say that 
we were all excited would be an understatement.  
We were looking forward to The ABC of the RCIA 
(Queensland State RCIA Conference). I always 
feel that I am flying by the seat of my pants and 
the thought of learning what I should be doing 
was feeding my excitement. A day off work 
and a weekend away from family of course had 
nothing to do with it!

Arriving at Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre 
in the afternoon was like stepping into 
another world. The Brisbane team are to be 
congratulated; registration was easy and smooth. 
Once registered we were shown to our rooms. 
The first thing that struck me when I opened 
my door was no TV – what was I going to do 
when I went to bed, shock, horror! I am pleased 
to report that I was so pleased that there was no 
TV because by the time I went to bed each night 
I was so tired and had time to quietly reflect on 

the sessions during the day before drifting to a 
peaceful sleep.

On Friday after dinner we began our ‘journey’ 
through the RCIA and concluded the ‘journey’ 
on Sunday before lunch. As with the Rite, the 
sessions were tailored for those accompanying 
unbaptised people seeking Christian initiation. 
It was enlightening to go through each stage of 
the process, stopping along the way to immerse 
ourselves in each aspect of the Rite. This gave 
us opportunities to explore where others have 
had success and offered food for thought on how 
best to implement some of the ideas we aren’t 
currently doing in our parish. 

There were two personal witnesses from people 
who have gone through RCIA. I personally found 
their stories moving and emotional. We can all 
get caught up in what we have to do, rushing 
between our paid job, our home, family, church 
commitments and RCIA. With everything we are 
juggling we can forget how our presence affects 
the person travelling through the RCIA journey. 

©
M

ATTHEW
 CASSIDY

View of Moreton Bay from Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre 



Spring 2015 17

If we are able to give them a good experience 
filled with love and support, then they will get 
more out of it than if we act like it is a chore 
that has to be gotten through as quickly as 
possible. 

On the Saturday I tried to get myself up and 
moving before sunrise so I could enjoy watching 
the sun come up. I just missed it by that much 
(5 minutes)! After early breakfast I headed over 
to the Carmelite Chapel for Mass. This was a 
beautiful experience with one of our Townsville 
priests concelebrating. After Mass it was a 
leisurely stroll over the grounds, soaking in the 
beautiful and peaceful surroundings. Another of 
our priests was able to join us for the day.

There was plenty of time over the weekend for 
sharing meals – the food was excellent and 
plenty of it. During these times we were able 
to mix with people from all over Queensland, 
compare stories and reflect on what we had 
heard and learnt during the previous session. 
After lunch on Saturday the Archbishop and 
Apostolic Nuncio popped in to say hello. The 
three priests from our diocese celebrated Mass 
for us on Saturday night. Fr Mick Taylor gave a 
very moving and inspirational homily.

The final session on Sunday was far too brief 
– it covered questions and issues related to 
marriage and annulment, children and young 
people in the catechumenate, and candidates 
for reception into the Roman Catholic Church. 
For our parish these are the three areas we see 
on a regular basis. There wasn’t enough time 
to answer a lot of questions. I am sure that we 

ResouRCe Review – the rcia:  
transforMing the church:  
a resource for Pastoral iMPleMentation

Thomas H. Morris

This is perhaps one of the most comprehensive texts ever published about the 
RCIA. Morris was one of the leading lights when the North America Forum on the 
Catechumenate was just beginning. This book was the fruit of the author’s long 
experience and study. The author revised the text in 1997. Always remember 
the paragraph numbers cited in books published in the US won’t always match the Australian 
paragraph numbers for the RCIA. 

The text is now available as a Kindle Edition for only $10. The Amazon website also provides a 14 page 
preview. Every RCIA team would find this resource invaluable.

aren’t the only parish that would have at least 
one of these people presenting during the year. 
I would hope at the next conference we could 
spend more time exploring each of these areas. 

The whole weekend, presentations and personal 
witnesses helped to focus me on the big picture, 
to take more time to understand the people 
presenting, recognising their gifts, where they 
are on the journey and not trying to make 
them fit a mould to suit my busy lifestyle. 
With inquirers, I have been aware during the 
last few years that we can’t turn people away 
just because we haven’t started our sessions 
this year. It is their journey and we need to be 
assisting them and not setting up road blocks. 
With a small team back home in our parish I 
am not sure how we are going to accommodate 
new inquirers but I do know that we won’t be 
turning them away in the future.  

I know I have taken away a lot more knowledge 
about The ABC of the RCIA. In the future I hope I am 
able to meet each person as an individual rather 
than as a member of a group and be able to tailor 
meetings to cater for each person rather than just 
deciding what I think I need to ‘teach’ them. I 
have always known at a deep level that RCIA isn’t 
supposed to be a teaching tool but an experience 
travelled. Information is imparted, yes, but not in 
such a formal way as going to school or university. 
I trust that I am, and always will be, open to 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance. For the people whose 
journey to conversion leads to our parish may the 
Spirit use me as a tool to faciliate their journey.
Santa Teresa Spirituality Centre www.santateresa.org.au

http://www.amazon.com/The-RCIA-Transforming-Resource-Implementation/dp/0809137585
www.santateresa.org.au
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Keynote speakers:

The Office of  Formation in Faith  
invites you to a

State Conference  
for Parish RCIA and Sacrament teams

A day of formation for all involved in Christian Initiation, including:
 Parish Sacrament, RCIA, & Baptism teams

 Priests  Teachers  Catechists   Parishioners  Families
particularly focussing on the  

sacramental journey of older children

Do not keep the children from me
An exploration of the sacramental initiation  
of older children

To register, or for any queries, please contact

Ben Brooks
Director, Office of Formation in Faith
Email: ben.brooks@aohtas.org.au
Phone: 6208 6235
Fax: 6208 6292
Mob: 0418 126434
RSVP: Thursday 10 September 2015

Saturday 19 September 2015
Pastoral Centre (near Church of the Apostles) 
44 Margaret Street, Launceston
10:00am – 3:30pm

Most Rev Julian Porteous  
Archbishop of Hobart

Rev Dr Elio Capra sdb
Elio Capra is a priest of the Salesians of Don Bosco 
(sdb), teaches Liturgy and Sacramental Theology 
at Catholic Theological College, Melbourne, and 
is a past chair of the Australian Catechumenate 
Network (now Christian Initiation Australia 
Network). He has published numerous books 
and articles on the RCIA including Come and see: Resources for the 
Precatechumenate (2004), The Christian Initiation of the Young (2005), 
and Called, Gifted, Sent (2010)

CONFERENCE ROUND-UP

Tasmania

Saturday 19 September. 10:00am-3:30pm
Do not keep the children from me –  

An exploration of the sacramental initiation 
of older children

Presenters: Most Rev Julian Porteous and   
Rev Dr Elio Capra sdb

Pastoral Centre, 44 Margaret Street, 
Launceston

For further information and to register, please 
contact Ben Brooks 
Director, Office of Formation in Faith 
Email: ben.brooks@aohtas.org.au 
Phone: 6208 6235 Mob: 0418 126434 
RSVP: Thursday 10 September 2015

See brochure on pages 19

South Australia

23-25 October 2015 
Conversion to Christ
Presenters: Bishop Paul Bird; Sharon Brewer;  

ALPHA 
Contact Lyn for a registration form: 

08 8152 7806 or email 
worship@ow.adelaide.catholic.org.au

See brochure on pages 20-21

NATIONAL CONFERENCE – DATE CLAIMER

Journey to the Source – 
Essential elements of the RCIA

6-9th October, 2016, Perth
Keynote speaker will be Nick Wagner from 

the US. Nick is well known for his practical 
presentations across the USA, books such 
as The Way of Faith: A Field Guide for the 
RCIA Process and website  
www.teamRCIA.com.

ResouRCe Review – 
understanding  
christian initiation

Liturgy Training Publications

Series of six pamphlets: How do I Become 
Catholic, What are the Sacraments of Initiation, 
What is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, 
and What Does it Mean to Be an RCIA Sponsor.

Beautiful photography with clear text 
– helpful for the team, ministers, the 
community and even inquirers.

Can be purchased as a pack of the four 
brochures or in volume (25 each brochure). 
LTP website

HeLP wAnteD: feedback, 
coMMents and suggestions!
It is time to reprint At Home with God’s People.
This resource has been used by over 30,000 
people including many catechumens on their 
journey to Easter.

I would be very grateful for any suggestions 
to improve the resource. In the introduction 
to the book I have gone to great pains to point 
out that, if used in the catechumenate, this 
resource is NOT the ‘RCIA program’. It can be a 
helpful catechetical resource for catechists and 
candidates in the period of  
the catechumenate. However I 
am open to any suggestions to 
empasise this point.

Please email Rob Cosgrove 
with your comments by  
15th October.

cosgrover@bne.catholic.net.au

mailto:ben.brooks%40aohtas.org.au?subject=Ben
mailto:worship%40ow.adelaide.catholic.org.au?subject=
http://teamrcia.com/
https://www.ltp.org/p-1858-understanding-christian-initiation-series-pack.aspx
http://bne.catholic.net.au/faithlife/fl.php/rcia-queensland-conference
http://bne.catholic.net.au/faithlife/fl.php/rcia-queensland-conference
http://www.ahwgp.com/data/portal/00005057/0000/005/279/content/10967001307320264015.pdf
mailto:cosgrover%40bne.catholic.net.au?subject=
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Keynote speakers:

The Office of  Formation in Faith  
invites you to a

State Conference  
for Parish RCIA and Sacrament teams

A day of formation for all involved in Christian Initiation, including:
 Parish Sacrament, RCIA, & Baptism teams

 Priests  Teachers  Catechists   Parishioners  Families
particularly focussing on the  

sacramental journey of older children

Do not keep the children from me
An exploration of the sacramental initiation  
of older children

To register, or for any queries, please contact

Ben Brooks
Director, Office of Formation in Faith
Email: ben.brooks@aohtas.org.au
Phone: 6208 6235
Fax: 6208 6292
Mob: 0418 126434
RSVP: Thursday 10 September 2015

Saturday 19 September 2015
Pastoral Centre (near Church of the Apostles) 
44 Margaret Street, Launceston
10:00am – 3:30pm

Most Rev Julian Porteous  
Archbishop of Hobart

Rev Dr Elio Capra sdb
Elio Capra is a priest of the Salesians of Don Bosco 
(sdb), teaches Liturgy and Sacramental Theology 
at Catholic Theological College, Melbourne, and 
is a past chair of the Australian Catechumenate 
Network (now Christian Initiation Australia 
Network). He has published numerous books 
and articles on the RCIA including Come and see: Resources for the 
Precatechumenate (2004), The Christian Initiation of the Young (2005), 
and Called, Gifted, Sent (2010)
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Conference Costs
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Full Registration
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At $ 
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• Conference Dinner 
• Tour
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Extra guests for Conference Dinner
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Conference Dinner
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 off the above costs. If unsure of your GST 
status, phone Lyn on 8152 7806 for clarification.

ABN
 (if Applicable) _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _   _ _ _

RCIA SA 2015

Port Pirie Diocese

Archdiocese of 
Adelaide
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Places to Stay

Saturday afternoon bus tour of Southern Flinders Ranges 
including Blesings’ Cellar Door.

Port Pirie is the sixth m
ost populous city in South Australia after 

Adelaide, M
ount Gam

bier, W
hyalla, M

urray Bridge and Port 
Lincoln. It is a seaport on the east coast of the Spencer Gulf, 223 
km

 north of Adelaide.

Points of Interest
• The m

ulti aw
ard-w

inning 
Port Pirie Regional Tourism

 and Arts Centre
• Port Pirie Regional Art Gallery
• N

ational Trust M
useum

• The Southern Flinders Ranges

Tour
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 .
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ort’15
Bishop Gallagher Centre, Port Pirie SA
P

Pirie

 Conversion to Christ

Biennial 
State Conference

guest speakers
Bishop Paul Bird CSsR 

Sharon Brew
er 

ALPHA Team
 

ort’15
Bishop Gallagher Centre, Port Pirie SA
P

Pirie

The Region

John Pirie M
otor Inn    

Special Conference Rates
$129-$154/night 
Ph 8632 4200  

Travelw
ay M

otor Inn   
$105-$112/night 
Ph 8632 2222  

1BR U
nit $130/night

2BR U
nit $160$-180/night 

Ph 8633 2666  
International Hotel M

otel   
$90-$120/night 
Ph 8632 2422  

Photos courtesy Blesing’s Cellar Door

Photos courtesy Southern Flinders Tourism

St M
ark’s College, 455 The Terrace 
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Preparations for our National RCIA Conference 
in Perth, 2016 (6-9th October) are well 
underway and you are invited to express 
interest by end of October 2015 in presenting a 
workshop. 

We are preparing what we hope will be an 
engaging and informative conference for both 
beginner and experienced RCIA practitioner 
alike. As you will have heard, our two keynote 
speakers will be Fr Tony Chiera from the 
Diocese of Bunbury and Mr Nick Wagner from 
TeamRCIA.

The two key themes for the conference are:

1. Journey to the Source  
(focusing on baptism, conversion, 
discernment, scripture, symbols new and 
old, formation, connection with young 
people) 

 This keynote will be delivered by Fr Tony 
Chiera (VG Bunbury Diocese) on the Friday 
morning of the conference.

2. Breathing Life into the RCIA –  
New Tools for a New Age  
(focusing on new technologies, social 
media, building parish and team, 
resources for catechesis etc)

 This keynote will be delivered over two 
addresses on the Saturday and Sunday 
of the conference by Nick Wagner of 
TeamRCIA. A suggested breakdown of the 
two addresses could be:

a. The TeamRCIA story:  
Development, learnings, success stories

b. New Tools for a New Age:  
An overall look at how the internet, 
social media and new technologies can 
assist parishes in implementing the 
Rite.

Workshops

We are now inviting expressions of interest 
from RCIA practitioners to offer workshops at 
the Conference. We would like to offer two 
workshop streams which will look something 
like the following: 

1. Beginners’ Workshops –  
‘Steps on the Journey’ 
a. Steps and Stages
b. Catechumens and Candidates
c. Liturgical Rites
d. Prayers
e. Roles and Ministries
f. Music
g. Other…..

2. Seasoned Practitioners –  
‘Exploring the Source and the Future’
a. Using technology
b. Technology for Catechesis
c. Team Formation
d. Children and Youth
e. Ongoing Catechumenate
f. Impediments
g. Conversion and Discernment
h. Mystagogy
i. Other…..

Included with this edition of Network News is a 
Workshop Expression of Interest form (p 16) which 
outlines the requirements and information 
the committee will need in assessing and 
agreeing to workshops being presented at the 
conference. Please note that we will not make 
a decision on which workshops will go ahead 
until after the January executive committee 
meeting in January 2016.

We look forward to hearing from you and 
receiving your interest by the end of October.

National Conference Workshops  —
Expressions of Interest
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WORKSHOP EXPRESSION OF INTEREST   

National RCIA Conference, 6-9th October, 2016 

‘Journey to the Source’ – Essential Elements of the RCIA  
 

Full name: _________________________________________________________________________________  

Postal address:  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Best contact phone:  ________________________________________________________________________  

Email:  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Title of workshop:  _________________________________________________________________________  

The aim and objective of your workshop (please use another sheet of paper if you need to supply 

further information:  ________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Conference area or themes addressed: ________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Content outline:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

What will participants gain?:  ________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

How will you engage participants in interactive dialogue and discussion?  

(We are asking that at least 80% of your workshop time is spent in participant discussion & dialogue – this is a workshop, not a 
presentation / keynote) 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

Recommended resources:  ___________________________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

What Audio Visual and IT equipment will you require for your workshop? 

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

Your background and area of expertise in RCIA:  ________________________________________________  

 __________________________________________________________________________________________  

PLEASE RETURN FORM BY 31 OCTOBER TO 
Darren McDowell – Chair: CIAN Executive Committee 

PO Box 1239 Wollongong NSW 2500 
Email: darren.mcdowell@dow.org.au 

Fax: 02 4222 2479 
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Network News is the quarterly bulletin  
of the Christian Initiation Network Australia. 

The Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN)  
is a support network of those who  
share the vision of the catechumenate.  
Its purpose is to promote the practice of  
the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)  
through sharing ideas and challenges. 

CIAN Membership is open to all Australians  
who have a commitment to  
and/or work with the RCIA  
in Australia.

Thank you to all who contributed  
to this issue of Network News.

To send feedback or get further information  
about items in Network News, contact the editor: 

Rob Cosgrove, Evangelisation Brisbane

GPO Box 282, Brisbane Q 4001 
T: +61 7 3324 3442 
M: 0400 332 979 
E: cosgrover@bne.catholic.net.au

The next issue will be circulated in January 2016. 

Please send stories to share, news or  
events to publicise,  
articles to contribute or  
resources to recommend  
by 10th December, 2015 to the editor,  
Rob Cosgrove, (contact details above).

mailto:cosgrover%40bne.catholic.net.au?subject=Rob

