
Words from the Chair 

Dear Friends 

Welcome to the 
first edition of Net-
work News for 
2019.  The first 
thing you may have 
noticed is that the 

smiling face of Rob Cosgrove is missing.  Rob 
decided to step down from his role as Chair in 
late 2018.  This is a great loss to the CIAN as 
Rob brought with him an enormous wealth of 
experience in the RCIA process as well as a 
great passion for sharing his faith – not to 
mention his personal attributes of humility, 
kindness and generosity.  I’m sure you would 
all join me in thanking Rob for his service to 
the Network and to the promotion of the 
RCIA process in Australia. 

With Rob’s departure and Deacon Tony Cun-
ningham (NT) and Stewart Bazzica (WA) step-
ping down after the completion of their 
terms, nominations were called for to replen-
ish the Executive team. So far we have been 
fortunate to receive two nominations, and 
you will find their biographies on page eight.  
Thus we warmly welcome Christine Wood 
and Kathy Horan, and thank Tony and Stew-
art for their contribution to the Network.  
Stewart has kindly offered to stay on as a non
-voting member of the Executive to provide 

some much needed administrative support. 
There are some other possible changes on 
the horizon in terms of the future direction of 
the CIAN.  More on that later in this edition. 

With Rob’s departure I was asked if I would 
accept nomination as the Chair of CIAN.  This 
was formalised at a recent Executive 
meeting.  So, a little about me.  I am a cradle 
Catholic, born in Goulburn, NSW but most of 
my childhood was spent near Ulladulla on the 
South Coast of NSW.  I moved to Canberra 
after finishing Secretarial Technical College, 
worked in the Public Service, got some more 
qualifications in teaching adults, married 
John and together we have somehow man-
aged to raise four pretty nice human beings.  
They are all adults now, and the eldest and 
his wife have added to the Brewer crew with 
the arrival of our first grandchild in 2017.  
Most of my working life, since the arrival of 
children, has included adult education 
(mainly in computing) and working for ‘the 
Church’.  Over the past 25 or so years I have 
worked at a parish and archdiocesan level.  
This work has involved sacrament prepara-
tion, RCIA, publication production, event 
management, PPC formation and liturgy.  
About 18 months ago I moved to the National 
Centre for Evangelisation which is part of the 
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LENTEN RITES—THE SCRUTINIES 

Do we have to use Year A readings for the 
RCIA scrutinies in Year C? 

Words from the Chair 

Australian Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence and includes the Catholic En-
quiry Centre. At the ripe old age of 
54 I completed a theology degree, 
and have now embarked on some 
further studies.  My greatest desire 
(or one of them!) would be that 
every parish in Australia would be 
an oasis of welcome and hospitali-
ty. 

Thanks to Max Norden for provid-
ing some timely formation on the 
RCIA Scrutinies.  We also have a 
wrap up of our October Confer-
ence.  Please get in touch with us if 
you have events or resources that 
you would like to share, or if there 
is a particular aspect of the RCIA 
process that you would like us to 
focus on in the newsletter. 

Peace and joy 

Sharon Brewer 
 
Contact details:   
E:   mission@nce.catholic.org.au   
M:  0466 013 534  

(Continued from page 1) 

It’s Year C so the same “tired old ar-
guments” will be rolled out to do all 
sorts of adaptations to the scrutinies 
that the rite does not allow for nor 
endorse.  

Heading the list will be: 

 Why can’t we use Year C read-
ings this year for the Scruti-
nies?” 

 “The assembly is missing out 
on hearing the readings for 
Year C. How come we always 
have to do Year A at the Scru-
tinies?” 

 Our parish is using Year C for 
the Lenten program, this will 
just confuse everyone. 

 “We’ve written new scrutiny 
rites for the Year C readings. 
Can we use those?”  

Sometimes it seems that we still 
have a way to go when it comes to 
valuing the rites of initiation within 
the Sunday gathering of the assem-
bly. The best way we can help the 
assembly—and their parish lead-
ers—to grow in appreciation of 
these rites of initiation is to do the 
rites well and fully, consistently year 
after year. 

What does the Rite say? 

Let’s look at the rubrics for the Scru-
tiny Rites. These are RCIA #128 – 133 
(Australia and New Zealand) 

The scrutinies should take place 
within the ritual Masses “Christian 
Initiation: The Scrutinies,” which are 
celebrated on the Third, Fourth, and 
Fifth Sundays of Lent; the readings 
with their chants are those given for 
those Sundays in the Lectionary for 
Mass, Year A. In every case the ritual 
Masses “Christian Initiation: The 
Scrutinies” are celebrated and in this 
sequence: for the first scrutiny the 
Mass with the gospel of the Samari-
tan woman; for the second, the 
Mass with the gospel of the man 
born blind; for the third, the Mass 
with the gospel of Lazarus. (#133) 

Seems clear, yes? Yet perhaps still 
not compelling enough a reason for 
those who ask our opening ques-
tions. 

Why focus on these readings? 

Just as the scrutinies themselves are 
meant to be a series of rites span-
ning over three weeks, so too are 
these three Gospel readings meant 
to be “digested” over the week be-
tween each set of readings. This is 
because the readings in their as-
signed sequence reflect the very pur-
pose of the Scrutiny Rites. That is, 
little by little, these readings with 
their prescribed rites uncover what 

is weak and sinful and strengthen 
what is good and upright in the 
elect. Through them, “the elect are 
instructed gradually about the mys-
tery of sin, from which the whole 
world and every person longs to be 
delivered…” (RCIA, #128). 

In one of his RCIA blogs on 
TeamRCIA.com, Nick Wagner ex-
plains the context of these 3 read-
ings to the scrutinies and the elect’s 
faith journey: 

“In the story of the woman at the 
well, the Samaritan woman hears 
Jesus then goes and tells the villag-
ers what she has heard, causing 

them to seek him out for them-
selves. The reading ends with the 
villagers saying to the woman, “We 
no longer believe because of your 
word; for we have heard for our-
selves, and we know that this is 
truly the saviour of the 
world” (John 4:42). Was this not 
the starting point of every elect? 
They heard a word, a word that 
they discovered over time to be 
Christ. Upon discovering who was 
speaking to them, they no longer 
believed because of hearsay, obli-
gation, or pressure, but because 
they heard Christ’s voice for them-
selves. 

In the story of the man born blind, 
the man healed of his blindness 
gradually grows to see as Christ 
sees. He regains his sight right at 
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Do we have to use Year A readings for the 

RCIA scrutinies? 

the start of the story. But only because of the interroga-
tion he receives from his neighbours and the Pharisees 
and his struggle to respond to them faithfully, does he 
little by little begin to see the identity of who it was 

who healed him. By the 
end of the story, the one 
who healed him was no 
longer to him just “the 
man called Jesus” (John 
9:11) or simply “a proph-
et” (John 9:17) or “from 
God” (John 9:33). He 
was “Lord” (John 9:38) 
in whom he believed. 
For the elect this pro-
gression may be familiar. 
At the start of their cate-

chumenate, their eyes are 
signed “that [they] may see 
the glory of God” (Rite of Ac-
ceptance, RCIA #56). Through 
their catechesis over the 
years and their experience 
with the community of be-
lievers they grow in under-
standing of what they see—
who the man Jesus was, the 
prophetic words he spoke, 
his unique relationship with 
the Father, and finally his 
true identity as Lord. 

Lastly, in the story of the raising of Lazarus, we come to 
the final days before the elect must stand before the 
font and profess their faith. In this reading, the miracle 
happens at the end of the story, but faith is already ex-
pressed long before the miracle takes place. Martha 
makes her profession of faith in Jesus the Messiah even 
as her brother is lying dead in the tomb. She needed no 
words and no miraculous deeds to believe in him; she 
only needed to believe. Period. 

In this final story, we see what those who have been 
entrusted to continue Jesus’ work have hopefully been 
doing in order to prepare the elect to make their pro-
fession of faith. They have been preparing them, like 
Jesus prepared Martha and Mary, to understand the 
paschal mystery they would witness in the resurrec-
tion—that out of death comes new life in Christ. Only 
after Lazarus is revived and Jesus is raised from the 
dead will Martha truly understand the words of faith 
she professed. It is her belief in and love for Jesus that 
allow her to be ready for whatever he will do despite 
her human logic that death is death, for “Martha be-

(Continued from page 2) 

lieves not in what she understands but in the one who 
has the words of eternal life” (Sandra Schneiders, 
Written That You May Believe, Crossroad Publishing 
Company, p. 158).  

The scrutinies as liturgical catechesis 

The Church has selected these three reading for a par-
ticular purpose. RCIA #126 says that Lent “is intended 
as well to enlighten the minds and hearts of the elect 
with a deeper knowledge of Christ the Saviour” (#126). 
The Gospels assigned to the scrutinies are there to ask 
the elect: 

 Could he possibly be the Messiah? (Woman at 
the well) 

 Do you believe in the Son of Man? (The man 
born blind) 

 Do you believe this? (The raising of Lazarus) 

It’s our dismissal discussion with the elect that should 
guide them in identifying the doubts, the things that 
make them reluctant to fully commit to a life in Christ. 
These are the things that must be scrutinized and exor-
cized, for at the Easter vigil they must respond “yes, I 
believe” as they stand at the edge of death at the font. 
The Church uses these three gospels as a progressive 
catechesis for the elect in order that they may hear and 
believe (Samaritan woman), see and believe (man born 
blind), and finally believe without proof (Martha and 
Lazarus). It is our job as RCIA leaders and catechists to 
use these gospels to get the elect to delve deeply into 
their hearts to seek and speak out, to articulate what 
freedom they want/need to be freed from, and what 
new life they pray for. 

Why B and C don’t work 

The first critical failure of using Year B or C readings 
and then using the scrutiny prayers is that there is no 
link between the scrutiny ritual and the readings the 
community have just heard.  

One of the solutions offered by those who wish to use 
the reading from Year B or C is that they write new 
scrutiny texts to match the readings from Year B or C. 
However, this deprives the elect from the rich history 
and wisdom of the Church who over the centuries have 
understood the unique power of the three Johannine 
Gospel readings. 

Worrying that the faithful are missing out on the read-
ings of Year B or C on the Sundays of the scrutinies 
means we are overlooking the faithful’s role in these 
rites; to pray fervently for the elect. All their focus 
should be upon the elect for it is in them that God is 
working most clearly. It is in the elect that the Word of 
Christ is evangelizing the community; it is through 
them that we see the mystery of Christ active in chang-
ing lives; it is in them that we will see new life created 
in the dying and rising with Christ at their initiation. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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LENTEN RITES—THE SCRUTINIES 

Practical, Essential Do’s and Don’ts for Powerful Scrutinies 

Don’t do “stuff” to the scrutinies to 
make them less “scrutinish”  
and don’t be frightened by the word “exorcism.” We 
know the “exorcisms” portrayed in Hollywood movies 
are not what is intended in the celebration of the scru-
tinies. The principal symbols of the scrutinies are Word 
and Intercession. The primary symbol—the main 
event—in this rite is the exorcism. You can find the ex-
orcism at paragraphs 141, 155, and 162. There are 
some things that we need to do well to make the exor-
cisms as liturgically meaningful as possible. 

Use the prayers for  
“Christian Initiation: The Scrutinies” 

Encourage the presider to use the prayers for “Christian 
Initiation: The Scrutinies” instead of the prayers for the 
Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of Lent at the Masses 
where the scrutinies will be 
celebrated (RCIA #133, 137, 
151, 158). You’ll find the 
mass prayers for the scruti-
nies in the back of the sac-
ramentary in the section 
titled “Ritual Masses”. 

Ask the elect to kneel (vs. 
bowing heads) at the be-
ginning of the rite 

Ask the elect to kneel (if 
they can) instead of merely 
bowing their heads. This is a much more dramatic pos-
ture, and it will create a more lasting memory for them 
of their liberation from darkness. 

Write specific prayers of intercession for your 
elect 

The effort you put in here will have a profound impact 
on your elect for the rest of their life. RCIA #140 allows 
for adaption of the intercessions for the elect to suit 
their current circumstances. This is the principle pur-
pose of the scrutinies, to pray for the elect and their 
specific spiritual needs at this point on their faith jour-
ney. Create time, space and place to do a spiritual, 
deep reading of the gospel. Include the elect, godpar-
ents, and other team members. Ask some reflective 
questions before the reading of the gospel. Get some 
reflection back from the elect about what they are 
hearing in each of the gospels, particularly focusing on 
what is difficult, the barriers they currently feel, and 
what is lacking or what are they longing for in their lives 
that the gospel exposes. Their responses will help you 
craft the intercessions that are deep and meaningful for 
them within the power of the scrutinies. 

Pay attention to the words of exorcism 

Use the exact words given in the text. No adapting 
texts. The presider needs to rehearse the text out loud. 
Focus on the verbs. Practice the gestures as you say the 
words. Imagine you are brand new to the faith and 
hearing these words for the first time. What is it the 
elect most need from these prayers? That becomes 
your focus. 

Laying on of hands 

In the exorcism the rite appears to allow the laying on 
of hands as optional. To communicate the full power of 
this rite, don’t make it optional! The presider should 
solemnly and prayerfully lay hands on each of the 
elect. 

You can add to the solemnity by having the RCIA leader 
also lay hands on each of the 
elect after the presider. And 
the godparents can lay hands 
on their own elect after the 
RCIA leader. Solemnly. Prayer-
fully. 

Silence is golden 

If the laying on of hands is 
done is deep silence, the pow-
er of the exorcism is height-
ened. Do not underscore this 

action with music. Do not rush the silence. Let the si-
lence seep into the bones of the elect. The silence also 
highlights the importance of the ritual to the partici-
pating community. 

The godparents have a primary role 

Be sure to celebrate all three scrutinies with the elect 
and their godparents. During the intercessions the god-
parents stand with their right hand on the shoulder of 
the elect (RCIA #140) and ask the godparents to also 
lay hands on their elect (see above). Make sure the 
elect and godparents have the dates of the scrutinies 
and any other special liturgies during Lent in their cal-
endars long before Lent begins. 

The intercessions for the elect are different from 
the prayer of the faithful 

RCIA #140 is specific intercessions for the elect. RCIA 
#143 is the instruction for the general intercession, 
profession of faith and liturgy of the eucharist. Make 
sure you are familiar with the options in both #140 and 
#143. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Practical, Essential Do’s and Don’ts for Powerful Scrutinies 

Involve the entire parish 

If you have more than one Sunday Mass, those who are 
not at the scrutiny should have a sense that the scruti-
nies are being celebrated. Consider how you can do 
this, either through the prayers of intercession and 
mass/bulletin announcements. 

What not to do 

These things detract from the primary symbolic action 
of the scrutinies. If you are not doing these, pat your-
self on your ritual back. If you are doing them just be-
cause you’ve always done it that way, then it will be 
easy to simply stop doing them. 

If you are doing one or more of these things because 
you love them, I’d suggest you take a hard second look 
at them and try doing the ritual as given to us in the 
RCIA. Here are some of the things that are added onto 
the scrutiny that may not serve the rite well. 

Don’t change the exorcism prayer 

Leaders (and sometimes the presider) are used to 
adapting texts in the rite because we are frequently 
encouraged to do so by the rite itself. However, this 
isn’t one of those times. Don’t tinker, the three exor-
cism prayers, as given to us, are clear and powerful. 
There is no compelling reason to change them or add to 
them. 

Don’t anoint the elect 

This confusion seems to occur if there are children as 
well as adults participating in the scrutiny. The chil-
dren’s adaptation of the scrutiny (starting at RCIA #277) 
does include an optional anointing of the child catechu-
mens, however, it is not in the adult rite. In this situa-
tion, follow the adult rite and only do the laying on of 
hands on both adult and child elect. (Note that the rite 
has the anointing of the child(ren) at RCIA #291 within 
the celebration of baptism) 

Don’t add in the presentations 

The Presentation of the Creed is meant to be celebrat-
ed at a weekday Mass during the third week of Lent 
(see RCIA 135, 144). The Presentation of the Lord’s 
Prayer is meant to take place at a weekday Mass during 
the fifth week of Lent (see RCIA 165). Adding them into 
or after the scrutiny rites detracts from the centrality of 
the exorcism and makes the liturgy seem cluttered. 

If you want to celebrate the Presentations on a Sunday, 
consider doing them in Ordinary Time, just before Lent, 
with those catechumens who will be celebrating the 
Rite of Election (see RCIA #21, #134). This is a practical 
solution for many parishes with no or limited weekday 
masses or to deal with the weekday work rostering ar-
rangements of the elect. 

(Continued from page 4) Don’t scrutinize the baptised candidates 

This is something that cannot be done. The scrutinies 
are only for the unbaptised who have participated in 
the rite of election and will be baptised at the coming 
Easter vigil. 

Don’t scrutinize the assembly 

Do not ask the assembly to kneel. This is a scrutiny of 
the elect, not of the assembly. Yes, we all need regular 
scrutiny, but this is not the time for an examination of 
conscience for the faithful. The scrutinies are not an 
examination of conscience or a penitential rite for 
Catholics. They are exorcism prayers in preparation for 
baptism. By blurring the lines like this, we create a 
great confusion about the real difference between the 
unbaptised and the baptised. And that, in turn, dimin-
ishes what we teach about true salvation given freely 
to us in the sacraments of initiation. 

Re-evaluate inviting the entire assembly to lay 
hands on the elect 

Some parishes invite the entire assembly to lay hands 
on the elect. This is not a “don’t,” but do be careful. 
You must do it with the same reverence and grace that 
happens when we venerate the Cross on Good Friday. 
You also need to be conscious of the amount of time it 
will take. 

What could happen to our parishes if we did the 
scrutinies well? 

 The elect will have a stronger desire for Christ. 
 They will also receive a powerful insight into the 

nature of grace. 
 The worshipping assembly is renewed as well. 
 All of us will be changed. 
Go to the Christian Initiation Australia Network Face-
book page and add your own comments. 

A Once in a Lifetime Experience 

These elect can only be elect once in their life, this is 
the only time they can experience the three gospel 
reading from John, supported by their faith communi-
ty’s prayers and overshadowed by the power of the 
Spirit as they are freed from the effects of sin and re-
ceive new strength to open their hearts to the gifts of 
the Saviour (RCIA # 131). We, the baptised, have a re-
sponsibility to them at these critical moments of their 
Lenten preparation to use the best our Church tradi-
tion has to offer. The best will be the assigned Year A 
readings. The best way to make the scrutinies do what 
they are supposed to do is to follow the rite, adhering 
closely to the official rite will best serve our communi-
ties and the elect. 

(Continued from page 3) 



There was a lovely feel about 

the recent RCIA conference.  

With about 100 people attend-

ing, it was big enough to pro-

vide energy around the topics 

being discussed, and small 

enough to allow for genuine 

opportunities for sharing ideas, 

resources, our joys and frustra-

tions.  From a planning perspective it is always difficult to 

know if the combination of guest speakers, workshop 

presenters, liturgies and logistics will all work together to 

provide for a successful conference.  Well, from the eval-

uations received, the planning team should be congratu-

lated for their 

amazing efforts.   

Possibly the best 

way to get a feel 

for what took 

place at the Con-

ference is to visit 

our website, 

www.cianetwork.net/.  I’d like to 

highlight the following resources 

from the Conference that are on the 

site, and that you will hopefully find 

useful in your ministry. 

 Presentation slides for each of 

the keynotes  

 Presentation slides for some of 

the workshops including, ‘The 

Tailored RCIA’ and ‘Resources 

for Sharing the Faith’. 

 A series of powerful video 

testimonials produced by 

Max Norden, a member of 

the CIAN Executive.  These 

videos would be very useful 

as a way of encouraging or 

inviting people to join the 

journey through the RCIA pro-

cess. You can see the testimo-

nials on our website here. 

The videos are also on our CIAN YouTube channel, 

just search YouTube for “Christian Initiation Aus-

tralia Network” and subscribe to get further up-

dates.  

 Check out the full photo gallery on the website. 

The evaluations of the confer-

ence have been read and we are 

keen to honour your requests for 

more information and/or for-

mation in various areas related to 

the RCIA process.   

Many thanks to the members of 

the Executive who coordinated 

the event and the small team of volunteers who were a 

great support to the event. Special mention to Mary-

Anne Payne, Moira Ryan and Rita Elswyk. In terms of the 

next national conference, the Executive has made the 

decision to postpone the next conference until 2021.  

For a number of years people have indicated that 

attending both the Proclaim and 

the RCIA conference in the same year has been financial-

ly difficult.  As well, in 2020, there is the consideration 

that many people will be focused on the Plenary.  In the 

meantime we hope that some states will consider run-

ning local conferences.  If you intend to, please let us 

know so that we can assist you with advertising. 

https://www.cianetwork.net/testimonials


We have come to a point where a number of matters 

require considered discussion, and in some cases some 

preliminary research in order to make some good deci-

sions for our Network.  To this end we are working to-

wards a major meeting of the Executive in May, 2019.  

Some of the matters to be discussed are: 

1. Over the last year or so there have been some 

informal discussions about the role CIAN plays in 

assisting parishes with the ministry of bringing 

people into the Catholic faith.  Through the course 

of CIAN’s 32 year history there have been informal 

links between the Network and the Australian 

Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) through its 

various commissions.  Sometimes the link has 

been through a commission where evangelisation 

is the focus, and at other times through a commis-

sion focussing on liturgy.  With the recent restruc-

ture of the ACBC, the CIAN will have this informal 

affiliation through the Bishops Commission for 

Liturgy.  That means we provide a report on our 

activities a couple of times a year, and it has been 

recommended that a member of the National Li-

turgical Council would link in with the Executive 

meetings.    

2. A task that requires action is our current constitu-

tion.  It requires updating to accommodate the 

change in our link to the ACBC, as noted above, 

terms for Executive membership and use of fi-

nances to ensure monies provided by your mem-

bership fees are used most effectively. 

3. Responding to the evaluations of the 2018 Confer-

ence.  How do we best provide a forum for further 

training and/or formation in a number of RCIA 

related areas that were requested at the Confer-

ence? 

4. The 2021 Conference – we need to do some pre-

liminary work about venue and possible keynote 

speakers. 

5. A time to feel the pulse – what’s happening in par-

ishes, and how could we help?  

6. Membership:  Those who attended the Melbourne 

Conference are now paid up members of the Net-

work.  How do we encourage others to take up 

paid membership? 

If you have thoughts on any of the above and would like 

to send us your thoughts via email or even a phone con-

versation please make contact with us. One easy way is 

to use the FORUM page on our website  to give us your 

ideas:  

https://www.cianetwork.net/forum/future-of-cian  

Future Direction of the CIAN 

At the Melbourne Conference 107 peo-

ple attended over the course of the 

three days, and included in the booking  

fee was a financial membership to the 

Christian Initiation Australia Network.   

The network promotes the practice of 

the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) through sharing ideas 

and challenges. The CIAN conduct 

ongoing formation at the national 

level and give support to dioceses all 

round Australia and New Zealand.  

CIAN Membership is open to all who 

have a commitment to and work with 

RCIA. Your membership fee helps the 

CIAN support you through various digital 

platforms including our web page and 

Facebook, as well as this e-newsletter.  

Individuals and parishes who were una-

ble to attend this recent conference can 

become or renew their membership on 

the https://www.cianetwork.net/ by 

clicking the Membership button to 

download the necessary form.   

These memberships and other very wel-

come donations are at present our only 

source of revenue and as we now plan to 

wait until 2021 for the next conference 

we will need every support possible, no 

matter how small.  

Mandy Robinson 

CIAN Treasurer 

BECOME A (PAID UP) MEMBER OF CIAN  

https://www.cianetwork.net/forum/future-of-cian
https://www.cianetwork.net/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/22dd8d_15dd5218f16f465da8ffbe2d28e88150.doc?dn=CIANZ_Form%20Update.doc


Everyone knows that building a long-
lasting, dynamic and loving relation-
ship starts with getting to know each 
other and spending time together. 
Your CIAN executive wants that rela-
tionship with each of our members 
and supporters.  

Get RCIA updates—Like us 
on Facebook 

Spend a little time with us on Face-
book (Christian Initiation Australia 
Network). Search out our page and 
Like and Follow us. We regularly post 
interesting articles relating to RCIA, 
parish life and the Church.  Our re-
cent posts include 13 New year’s res-
olutions for RCIA leaders and teams, 
catechesis for the elderly and infor-

mation on Lenten programs that you 
can use with your catechumens. 

Support our Facebook contributors 
by liking their stories. Keep the dis-
cussion going, share the stories you 
like with your RCIA team and add 
your comments to stories that we 
post. 

Use the resources on our 
webpage  

We now have 5 great testimonials of 
personal journeys on the website , 
share these with your inquirers, cate-
chumens, and parishioners.  

Use the Forum page to ask questions, 
share ideas and answer other RCIA 
posts with your valuable experience.  

We’ve added the Facebook and Web 
Forum pages to keep discussion, con-
versation and fraternity alive be-
tween national conferences. Take 
advantage of them to grow your sup-
port and knowledgebase network.  

LET’S SPEND TIME TOGETHER 

The links: https://www.cianetwork.net/forum/future-of-cian  for the Forum and  https://www.cianetwork.net/testimonials  

for the Testimonials. 

TWO NEW MEMBERS JOIN THE CIAN EXECUTIVE 

Christine Wood – Tasmania 

Dr Christine Wood is the Director of the Office of Evan-

gelisation & Catechesis in the Archdiocese of Hobart. 

She works to develop the RCIA and sacramental prepa-

ration processes in parishes, and forms parishioners to 

be missionary disciples for evangelisation and cate-

chetical ministry. Christine is committed to helping 

Catholics to become biblically literate, with Christ-like 

hearts, and a sacramental worldview. 

Kathy Horan – South Australia 

Kathy has recently joined the Office for Worship in the 
Adelaide Archdiocese. The main focus of her work is 
the support and coordination of the RCIA across the 
Archdiocese, along with supporting Infant Baptism 
Teams in parishes and Adult Confirmation preparation 
and celebrations. 

Prior to this role, Kathy worked extensively in Catholic 
schools in South Australia as Religious Education Con-
sultant with the CEO, as teacher, REC, school leader 
and active member of a Parish Sacrament Team. A ma-
jor focus for many years has been working with fami-
lies across parish and school to prepare children for the 
Sacraments of Reconciliation and Initiation. Kathy is a 
writer and author of the ‘Becoming Catholic’ Sacra-
ment series and has served as a member of the Dioce-
san Liturgical Commission, recently taking up the role 
of Chair of the Commission. 

https://www.cianetwork.net/testimonials
https://www.cianetwork.net/forum/future-of-cian
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Have you used the Plenary Council website yet to have 
listening and dialogue sessions with  
your catechumens,  

 team members,  

 neophytes,  

 inquirers,  

 your fellow parishioners?  

The Plenary Council’s first stage of preparation – Listen-
ing and Dialogue continues until Ash Wednesday. It’s 
your opportunity to get together a group of friends, 
family or colleagues and spend some time thinking and 
talking about your experiences of faith, life and the 
Church. Everyone is invited to respond to the question: 

What do you think God is asking of us  
in Australia at this time? 

Your voice is important. Speak boldly and with passion, 
listen with an open and humble heart. With faith and 
guided by God’s Holy Spirit, we journey together, toward 
the future. All the information and online response sub-
mission is on the Plenary Council website here http://
plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/have-your-say/  

Turn the Period of Purification  

and Enlightenment into a Spring of Eternal Life 

For both the elect and the local community, the Lenten season is a time for spir-
itual recollection in preparation for the celebration of the paschal mystery (RCIA 
#125).  

This year create an opportunity for your parish community to join the elect in a 
deeper spiritual journey to their initiation, use your RCIA group to sponsor a Lenten 
discussion program.  

Several dioceses in Australia produce Lenten discussion resources. Use the links 
to check them out and consider ordering and using these resources for not only 
your parishioners but also your catechumens for the Period of Purification and 
Enlightenment. For a refresh on this period go to RCIA #125, 126. What’s the ab-
solute, unchangeable, number-one, top-priority goal of the RCIA? Conversion of 
heart to Jesus Christ! These resources are excellent for the 
more intense spiritual preparation required by RCIA #125 
and 126 to facilitate a deeper interior reflection for partici-
pants. The Lenten period is intended to enlighten the minds 
and hearts of the elect with a deeper knowledge of Christ 
the Saviour (#126) creating a burning desire in their conver-
sion of heart to Jesus Christ. 

Lenten resources: 

Archdiocese of Brisbane: Compassion – Reflecting, Sharing, Living the Good News  
Link: http://evangelisationbrisbane.org.au/shop-online/adults/2019-lent-year-c-book-compassion/    

Diocese of Wollongong: Trust  
Link:  http://www.dow.org.au/news/news-and-media/item/trust-lenten-program-2019-
order-now  

 Diocese of Broken Bay: Lenten lectio divina - Discerning the Way of Jesus 
Link:  https://www.bbcatholic.org.au/parish-community/catholic-life-faith-formation/
spiritual-growth/scripture/lectio-divina    

Each of these diocese provide you with a sample of their Lenten program using the 
above links. 

http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/resources/have-your-say/
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Network News is the quarterly bulletin  

of the Christian Initiation Network Australia.  

The Christian Initiation Australia Network (CIAN) is a 

support network of those who share the vision of the 

catechumenate.  Its purpose is to promote the practice 

of the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 

through sharing ideas and challenges.  

CIAN Membership is open to all who have a  

commitment to and/or work with the RCIA  

in Australia or New Zealand.  

Thank you to all who contributed to this issue of  

Network News.  

To send feedback or get further information about 

items in Network News, contact the editor:  

Max Norden 

Editor, CIAN Network News 

PO Box 293, Corrimal NSW 2518  

 

T: +61 2 4284 7491  

M: 0414 733 823  

E: mnorden@iprimus.com.au  

The next issue will be circulated in May 2019.  

Please send stories to share, news or events  

to publicise, articles to contribute or resources  

to recommend by 10th April, 2019 to the editor,  

Max Norden, (contact details above)  

or to the CIAN chair:  

Sharon Brewer 

National Centre for Evangelisation 

GPO Box 368, Canberra ACT 2601  

M:  0466 013 534  

E:    mission@nce.catholic.org.au   


